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A TALE OF TWO NEWCOMERS 


DAY 4 OF METRO'S LOOK AT IMMIGRATION: 
THE CHALLENGES AND THE REWARDS OF 
COMING TO CANADA 
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Two years 
— not five 


Political pensions. 
Changes coming 
to MLA eligibility 


Nova Scotia politicians will 
be required to serve two 
years instead of five to be¬ 
come eligible for a pension 
under binding recommen¬ 
dations from a panel that 
examined how legislature 
members are compensated. 

The three-member panel 
delivered a report Wednes¬ 
day saying the change was 
made to align pension plans 
for politicians with those for 
civil servants. 

Roy Salmon, a former 
Nova Scotia auditor general 
who served on the panel, 
said the change doesn’t 
mean politicians will be eli¬ 
gible to collect a pension 
after two years unless that’s 
all they serve. 

Salmon said on average, 
a politician serves between 
seven to eight years and isn’t 
eligible to collect until 55 
years of age. 


Salaries: static 


The panel did not recom¬ 
mend any changes to mem¬ 
ber salaries, which stand 
at $89,234 per year, nor to 
top-ups given to party lead¬ 
ers and the premier. 


“So if you want look at a 
pension for a member who 
serves two years and at 55 
gets a pension, he gets seven 
per cent of his salary,” he 
said. 

The members’ pension 
plan will remain as it is, 
where pension benefits are 
3 1/2 per cent of one’s salary 
for every year of service. 

Another change will re¬ 
quire members seeking to 
collect a monthly accommo¬ 
dation allowance of $1,499 
to live a minimum of 100 
kilometres from the legis¬ 
lature instead of 40 kilo¬ 
metres. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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M00SEHEADS IN DRIVER’S SEAT 

The Mooseheads’ Jesse Lussier, MacKenzie Weegar, Luca Ciampini and Nikolaj Ehlers celebrate a second-period goal against the Gatineau 
Olympiques on Wednesday night at the Robert Guertin Arena. Halifax won the game 4-2 to take a 3-1 series lead in the best-of-seven 
QMJHL quarter-final series. Story, page 33 - mike carroccetto/for metro 
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Child porn charges 


Man arrested after 
computerseized 

A 42-year-old man faces 
child pornography charges 
after Halifax police say they 
seized computer equipment 
from a Halifax apartment. 

On Tuesday, investigators 
with the Halifax Regional 
Police/RCMP integrated 
Internet child exploitation 
unit searched an apartment 
in the 0 to 100 block of 
Walter Havill Drive near 
Long Lake. 

Trevor Sanford is sched¬ 
uled to appear in Halifax 
provincial court on Wednes¬ 
day and is facing one count 
each of possession of child 
pornography and breaching 
a court order, metro 


RCMP 


Residents warned 
about car break- 
ins, thefts 



Halifax RCMP are urging 
Lower Saclcville residents to 
lock their doors and keep 
valuables hidden after a 
string of thefts from motor 
vehicles. 

About 10 vehicles in Mill- 
wood and Beaver Bank were 
broken into last weekend. 

Thieves appeared to 
be targeting vehicles with 
wallets, money, medica¬ 
tion, or electronics inside. 
No vehicles were damaged. 
Police say thieves were 
also looking for unlocked 
vehicles. 

No arrests have been 
made at this time, metro 


Knife was pulled 


Student diffuses 

dangerous 

situation 

A disagreement between 
two high school students 
that saw one student pull 
a knife on another was 
quickly diffused after some 
quick thinking from a third 
student. 

At around 1 p.m. Tues¬ 
day, two male teens got into 
a disagreement during class 
at Liverpool Regional High 
School. One of the teens 
revealed he had a knife. Cpl. 
Victor Whalen of the local 
RCMP detachment says a 
female student reasoned 
with the suspect and told 
him “you’re going to get in 
a lot of trouble.” 

The young man then 
handed over the knife and 
was taken into custody by 
the RCMP. 

TRANSCONTINENTAL MEDIA 


Saunders murder 
case put over 


Quoted 


“(A not-guilty plea) can somewhat be interpreted 
from the fact that we’re looking to have a prelim 
date. We certainly never put it over to... enter a 

plea.” Lyle Howe, lawyer for Blake Leggette 


Court. Dates for 
preliminary hearing 
for the two accused 
expected to be decided 
by month's end 


The case of two people charged 
in the death of Loretta Saun¬ 
ders was put over today in Hali¬ 
fax to April 22 to set dates for a 
preliminaiy hearing. 

First-degree murder charges 
have been laid against 25-year- 
old Blake Leggette and his 
28-year-old girlfriend, Victoria 


Henneberiy. 

Neither of the accused ap¬ 
peared in court on Wednesday 
morning. 

Leggette’s laywer, Lyle 
Howe, said outside of court 
that the fact they have set 
dates for a preliminaiy hearing 
“somewhat” suggests Leggette 


is intending to plead not guilty. 

“If we’re looking for a pre- 
liminaiy-inquiiy date, there’s 
somewhat an indication that 
he plans to actually contest the 
charges or at least hear from 
the Crown’s witnesses,” he 
said. 

Saunders disappeared from 


Halifax on Feb. 13. 

Her body was found nearly 
two weeks later off the Trans- 
Canada Highway in New Bruns¬ 
wick. 

Police allege the 26-year-old 
woman was killed the day she 
was last seen at an apartment 
she once shared with the two 
accused. 

Saunders, an Inuit woman 
from Labrador, was a student at 
Saint Maiy’s University in Hali¬ 
fax whose studies were focused 
on missing and murdered ab¬ 
original women. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS, WITH FILES FROM 
CHRISTINE BENNETT/FOR METRO 


Unsolved-crime program offers up fo $150,000 for 
info that leads to arrest in Matthew Sudds murder case 



The unsolved murder of Mat¬ 
thew Sudds has been added to 
the provincial program offering 
cash rewards for information. 

A release from the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice states anyone 
who provides information to 
police that leads to an arrest or 
conviction in Sudds’ homicide 
could receive up to $150,000. 

Police found Sudds’ body in 
a ditch on Africville Road on 


Oct. 14,2013. 

Investigators say he was 
shot and killed there the even¬ 
ing of Oct. 10, shortly after he 
was last seen by friends. 

In early March, police issued 
a public appeal for help from 
anyone who saw a black Dodge 
Charger with out-of-province 
plates on Africville Road after 6 
p.m. on Oct. 14. 

METRO 


Provincial program 


The Rewards for Major Un¬ 
solved Crimes program was 
launched in October 2006. 
According to a press release, 
it led to arrests in connection 
with the murders of Melissa 
Dawn Peacock and Narico 
Danfue Downey. 
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Retired judge insists wrongfully 
convicted man pleaded guilty 



Design committee to debate Sackville St. development 


No records of court 
proceedings. Gerald 
Barton suing Crown 
over rape conviction 


The former Crown attorney 
who led the case against a 
Nova Scotia man wrongfully 
convicted of statutoiy rape 
in 1970 testified Wednesday 
that nothing seemed out of 
order, even though some key 
files had disappeared over the 
years. 

Gerald Barton is suing the 
Nova Scotia Crown for mali¬ 
cious prosecution and the 
RCMP for negligent investiga¬ 
tion, claiming in a civil suit 
that he never gave an incrim¬ 
inating statement to police and 
didn’t plead guilty to the crime 
of having sex with a female be¬ 
tween the ages of 14 and 16. 

On Wednesday, former 
Crown attorney Charles Hali- 
burton testified that Barton 
had in fact pleaded guilty to 
the charge just as his trial was 
about to begin on Jan. 14,1970. 



Haliburton, a retired prov¬ 
incial Supreme Court judge, 
cited documents he retrieved 
from an old storage room in 
Digby, saying he had written 
the following note on one of 
them: “Guilty plea on trial.” 

Testifying in Nova Scotia 
Supreme Court, Haliburton 
said the notation meant Bar¬ 
ton “went to court on Jan. 14, 
(1970) for a trial and he plead¬ 
ed guilty instead of having a 
trial.” 

Haliburton, a former Nova 
Scotia MP who retired as a 
judge last year, said aside from 
the notation on his file and 
documents from a preliminaiy 
hearing, there is no record of 
the court proceedings that led 


Ready to move on 


“I'm feeling pretty good 
because this is coming 
down to the last of it. It 
makes me feel a lot better 
to get this off of my back.” 

Gerald Barton on Wednesday’s testimony 


The development that 
prompted two beloved down¬ 
town businesses to find new 
homes will go before a muni¬ 
cipal committee Thursday. 

Mosailc Properties will 
present plans for the mixed- 
use Market Lofts project at 
the corner of Market and 
Sackville streets to the Design 
Review Committee (DRC) for 
site plan approval. 

Mosailc acquired the 19th- 


to Barton’s conviction. 

He said a large cache of re¬ 
cords were destroyed about 15 
years ago when records at the 
Digby County courthouse were 
moved to Halifax. 

Barton’s lawyer, Dale Dun¬ 
lop, asked Haliburton if he had 
removed or destroyed any files 
pertaining to Barton’s case. 

“I did not have the prac¬ 
tice of taking things out of the 
files,” he said. “I’m as certain 
of that as anything after 40 
years.” 

Dunlop also asked if Hali- 
burton’s decision to prosecute 
the case had anything to do 
with the fact that Barton is 
black. 

“I don’t think it had any 
impact at all,” Haliburton re¬ 
sponded. 

As well, Dunlop wanted to 
know why Haliburton had de¬ 
cided to charge Barton with 
having sex with a minor, even 
though the complainant’s 
statement to police indicated 
that she had been violently 
raped, an assertion Haliburton 
did not dispute. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


centuiy red brick building in 
December 2012, prompting 
long-time tenants Taz Records 
and Strange Adventures to 
relocate last year. 

Night Magic Fashions has 
remained in its storefront on 
Sackville Street. 

The redevelopment will 
demolish the existing build¬ 
ings at 5262 and 5268 Sack¬ 
ville Street, but preserve the 
three-storey brick facade. 


A five-storey residential 
glass tower would be stepped 
back from the main facade 
for a total of eight storeys. 

“The three-(storey) street- 
wall will maintain the pedes¬ 
trian scale of downtown and 
the architectural integrity of 
the street,” reads the design 
rationale prepared by Paul 
Skerry & Associates. “The ... 
tower will give a contrast of 
historic and modern archi¬ 


tectural techniques and ma¬ 
terials within one building 
without trying to mimic the 
existing building.” 

City staffers are recom¬ 
mending approval of the 
proposal and six metres of 
post-bonus height, citing the 
“public benefit” provided by 
the “application of sustain¬ 
able building practices.” 

“Through retaining the 
existing facade, the energy re¬ 


quired to demolish the build¬ 
ing will be reduced,” states 
the report. 

“The development also 
proposes the re-use and sal¬ 
vage of portions of the build¬ 
ing ... which will reduce the 
overall waste produced.” 

Mosailc owner George 
Giannoulis and architect 
Greg Johnston were not avail¬ 
able for comment. 

RUTH DAVENPORT/METRO 
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to Clothesline by April 30, for 
a chance to win a dream family 
getaway for 4 to sunny Barbados! 
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Health Department. 

No details yet on merger 


A senior official in Nova Sco¬ 
tia’s health department says 
the government doesn’t have 
an estimate yet on how much 
it would cost to merge district 
health authorities. 

Acting deputy minister 
Francis Martin says the goal 
is to have the nine health 
boards merged into one 
board by April 1, 2015. 

Martin told a legislature 
committee that the govern¬ 
ment is conducting ongoing 
consultations with the boards 
and hasn’t completed the pre- 
liminaiy work yet. 


The merger 


The Liberals promised 
the merger in last year’s 
election campaign, which 
would see the IWK Health 
Centre maintain its own 
board. 


Martin also says the Health 
Department hasn’t calculated 
the cost of severance to cut 
the jobs of CEOs and vice- 
presidents across the boards. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Nova Star. New ferry 
to arrive next week 


A new ferry that will travel 
between southwestern Nova 
Scotia and Maine is expected 
to arrive in Yarmouth next 
week. 

Nova Star Cruises says its 
vessel, Nova Star, will dock at 
the town’s terminal Tuesday, 
allowing residents to see the 
161-metre ferry for the first 
time. 

The vessel is arriving after 
a month-long journey from 
Singapore, where it was con¬ 
structed. 


A welcoming ceremony 
has been planned upon its ar¬ 
rival, and public tours of the 
vessel are planned for next 
Wednesday. 

The feriy is scheduled to 
begin making daily, round- 
trip crossings between Yar¬ 
mouth and Portland, Maine, 
on May 15. 

The provincial govern¬ 
ment has committed $21 mil¬ 
lion over seven years to sup¬ 
port the ferry service. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Trustee Act. Province 
simplifies estate admin 


The Liberal government has 
introduced amendments to 
three acts to simplify the 
handling of estates. 

Changes to the Public 
Trustee Act allows a public 
trustee to use a simpler pro¬ 
cess to administer estates 
valued at less than $25,000, 


according to a release from 
the Department of Justice. 
The process is currently al¬ 
ready used in some cases, 
and will now apply to cases 
where heirs can’t agree on 
the administrator of the es¬ 
tate. 

METRO 



Taxpayers Federation 
not satisfied with 
MLA pension changes 


It is a baby step.’ 

Provincial lawmakers’ 
retirement benefits 
'still very rich,’ says 
CFA’s Atlantic director 


CHRISTINE 

BENNETT 

halifax@metronews.ca 

The Atlantic director of the 
Canadian Taxpayers Federa¬ 
tion says taxpayers are not 
seeing the changes to MLA 
pensions that they deserve. 

In a report released on 
Wednesday, Nova Scotia MLAs 


now only have to serve for 
two years instead of five to 
become eligible for a pension 
after a panel examined how 
MLAs are compensated. 

Kevin Lacey said with the 
recommended changes, it’s 
“still a very rich pension pro¬ 
gram.” 

“MLAs can punch the gold¬ 
en pension ticket now even 
earlier than before. This is 
especially maddening consid¬ 
ering politicians also collect 
it earlier than anyone else,” 
Lacey said. “They only need 
to be 55 years of age to collect 
their full pension.” 

While Lacey said the rich¬ 
ness of the pension program is 


not a new issue, he’s surprised 
it’s taken so long to get the re¬ 
forms taxpayers deserve. 

“It is a baby step towards 
a positive direction,” he said. 
“But taxpayers deserve to see 
bigger, larger, more dramatic 
reductions in the pensions,” 
he said. 

Although Lacey is not satis¬ 
fied with the change to pen¬ 
sions, he said there are “other 
elements of the report that 
should be really welcomed by 
the taxpayers of the province.” 

These include the “veiy 
good decision” to not change 
MLA salaries and the change 
in housing allowances. 

Previously, members 


would receive a monthly 
housing allowance of $1,499 
if they lived more than 40 
kilometres from the legisla¬ 
ture. Now, they’ll have to live 
a minimum of 100 kilometres 
away. 

Progressive Conservative 
Leader Jamie Baillie said he 
was dissatisfied with the chan¬ 
ges and wants the pension 
plan scrapped altogether. 

“We aren’t done here until 
the pay and pensions of MLAs 
match what Nova Scotians 
can afford and what they 
themselves can hope to earn 
in their own jobs,” said Baillie. 
“We are no further ahead.” 

WITH FILES FROM THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Former Halifax radio hosts 
reinvent careers online 



Quoted 


It is a leap.’ Jamie 
Patterson and Lisa 
Blackburn now making 
daily news podcasts 


HALEY 

RYAN 

haley.ryan@metronews.ca 


burn lost her job in Febraaiy 
when 92.9 switched formats. 

Both former radio hosts 
said while it’s “certainly not 
fun” when both partners in a 
household are laid off, they’re 


optimistic about advertising 
potential with the podcast, 
and finding work in Halifax. 

Podcasts are also more 
freeing compared to commer¬ 
cial radio, and both believe 
they’re offering a local per¬ 
spective major stations are 
missing. 

“It’s the wild frontier. 
What we say into the micro¬ 
phone, it’s there in our lis¬ 
teners ear in matter of mo¬ 
ments,” said Paterson. 


“It is a leap, but at the 
same time I think we would 
have regretted not doing it 
because it sort of is the up- 
and-coming form of enter¬ 
tainment,” Blackburn said. 

Blackburn, who has a 
journalism degree from the 
University of King’s College, 
said this is a way to feed her 
“news need” while she looks 
for work in the communica¬ 
tions field. 

She said they already have 


over 1,000 listeners who lis¬ 
ten daily from Florida, Cape 
Breton, and former Maritim- 
ers living in Alberta. 

“Just hearing Lisa’s Beaver 
Bank accent once in awhile, it 
cures the homesickness that 
a lot of people out working 
on the rigs and things have,” 
Paterson said with a laugh. 

They said the key to deal¬ 
ing with losing your job after 
more than 20 years in one 
business, which many in 


Nova Scotia have faced in re¬ 
cent years, is to lean on the 
cliche of thinking outside the 
box. 

“Things are changing so 
quickly and so drastically,” 
Paterson said. “Don’t just 
kind of say, ‘Well there are 
no other jobs in this field’.... 
You’ve got to think, ‘How can 
I use what I’ve learned in this 
job to go ahead and do some¬ 
thing else, maybe forge my 
own trail.’” 


Long-time radio duo Jamie 
Paterson and Lisa Blackburn 
have new words to live by, 
and they’re happy to say they 
involve slippers. 

The married couple re¬ 
cently launched a podcast 
called The Halifax Daily News 
after getting laid off a few 
months apart from the for¬ 
mer Lite 92.9, and working 
together on-air for nearly 10 
years. 

“Working in your pyjamas 
doesn’t suck,” Paterson joked 
on Wednesday afternoon 
from the couple’s Beaver 
Bank home where they rec¬ 
ord their 15-minute podcast 
on Halifax daily news and 
events, then post to jamie- 
andlisa.ca and iTunes. 

“There’s words to live by,” 
laughed Blackburn. 

Paterson said he went 
through “all the stages” of 
loss after he was laid off last 
November, but was glad he 
got a head-start thinking of 
future plans before Black- 


“Change is good. This is the kick in the butt we 
both needed.” 

Jamie Paterson 
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Olympian returns 
home with gold 


Westville pride. Hockey 
coach Lisa (Jordan) 

Haley tells small-town 
kids to dream big 


It might take some explaining 
and she sometimes gets some 
confused looks, but Lisa (Jor¬ 
dan) Haley always makes it 
clear that she is from Westville. 

Haley, who helped coach 
the Canadian Olympic 
women’s hockey team to gold 
in Sochi, was welcomed home 
on Wednesday by the town 
where she was bom and raised 
with a public event at the West¬ 
ville Civic Building. 

“This is where I’m from and 
just because people don’t know 
where you’re from doesn’t 
mean you’re not from there,” 
she said. “I’ve grown up in 



Westville and have no problem 
explaining where it is.” 

Since being selected as one 
of the national team coaches 
she hasn’t been able to visit 
her family, making it just 
under two years since she has 
stepped foot in Nova Scotia, let 
alone Westville.” 

On Tuesday she arrived in 


Halifax, where she spent some 
time before travelling home. 
On Wednesday morning she 
visited Redcliff Middle School 
in Truro before stopping at her 
fomier school, Walter Duggan 
Consolidated. 

At both schools she spoke 
about how she reached her 
goal of going to the Olympics. 
Haley admits that kids get told 
they need to set goals all the 
time, but she wanted to take 
that one step further and tell 
them to start working towards 
them while they’re still young. 

“I wanted them to under¬ 
stand that it’s about the jour¬ 
ney to reaching their goal,” she 
said. “We make a thousand de¬ 
cisions eveiy day and every one 
of them is important. My hope 
is that they’re making the ones 
that get them one step closer to 
their goal.” 

NEW GLASGOW NEWS 



Starting from the bottom 

A worker checks the details on Wednesday at the Nova Centre construction site in downtown Halifax. The 
Nova Centre is scheduled to open in January 2015. much ward/for metro 
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THE MORE 
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THE MORE 
YOU SAVE! 


CONTACT YOUR LOCAL STYLE CONSULTANT FOR DETAILS 
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BUDGET BLINDS MAKES IT EASY! 
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No charges laid 


Rain may have 
blinded driver 
who hit pedestrian 

Halifax Regional Police say 
poor visibility from Tues¬ 
day night’s heavy rain may 
have been a factor in the 
city’s latest car-pedestrian 
accident. 

A 22-year-old man was 
hit at the corner of Bell 
Road and Robie Street 


around 10 p.m. 

The driver, a 48-year-old 
man, was travelling south 
along Robie and turned left 
onto Bell Road, where he 
struck the pedestrian. 

The victim was taken 
to hospital with non-life- 
threatening injuries. 

No charges have been 
laid, as police say they 
were unable to determine 
whether the driver or 
pedestrian had the right 
of way. 

METRO 


Cape Breton 


Three arrested 
after drug seizure 

Three men have been 
arrested on drug-related 
charges after police exe¬ 
cuted a search warrant at a 
residence in Port Hawkes- 
buiy. Police say they seized 
just over 3.5 pounds of ma¬ 
rijuana, drug paraphernalia 
and what they are calling a 
large quantity of money. 

METRO 


SCHEDULE A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION TODAY! 

www.budgetblinds.ca | 1-877-758-4929 



* Canada's #1 choice for window coverings. 

^Applies to selected Signature Series® window treatments by Budget Blinds®. At participating franchises only. Some restrictions may 
apply. Ask for details. Not valid with any other offers, discounts or coupons. Valid for a limited time only. Offer good at initial time of 
estimate only. ©2014 Budget Blinds, Inc. All Rights Reserved. Budget Blinds is o trademark of Budget Blinds, Inc. and a Home Franchise 
Concepts Brand. Each franchise independently owned and operated. 
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Man arrested after stabbing 
rampage at Toronto office 



Attempted murder 
charges. Police say 
suspect had just been 
fired when he attacked, 
leaving four injured 


An employee of a human re¬ 
sources company stabbed his 
superiors while being fired at a 
Toronto office building, police 
said Wednesday. 

Police said four people were 
injured, including one woman 
who has life-threatening injur¬ 
ies. 

Chuang Li, 47, faces three 
counts of attempted murder 
and four counts of aggravated 
assault with a knife. 

Dan Dambrough, a Toronto 
police detective, said employ¬ 
ees held the man before police 
arrived. A 32-year-old woman 


and three men between the 
ages of 35 and 45 were injured, 
he said. Three remain hospital¬ 
ized. 


Ceridian, a global payroll 
and human resources company 
based in Bloomington, Minne¬ 
sota, said four of its employees 


were attacked by a “former 
employee.” Asked if the man 
attacked after being fired, Cer¬ 
idian released a statement that 


said “due to employee confi¬ 
dentiality guidelines, we are 
unable to share any additional 
information.” 


Quoted 


“He was being fired and I 
guess then he proceeded 
to get involved in stabbing 
some of his bosses and 
some other employees.” 

Toronto police Det. Daniel Dambrough 

Police earlier said they were 
called at about 9:30 a.m. local 
time with reports that “a man 
with scissors” had entered the 
business and began stabbing 
people. 

Television footage showed 
police putting a handcuffed 
man, wearing a bloodied shirt, 
into a police car. The man 
turned his head while in the 
backseat and said hello to a TV 
camera pointed at him. 

The man is due in court on 
Thursday, the Canadian press 
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Graphic i>hoto 
causes stir at 
Pistorius trial 



Prosecutor takes 
aggressive line. 

Accused Olympian 
refuses to look at image 
of slain girlfriend’s 
bloodied head 


Oscar Pistorius refused to look 
at a photo of his dead girl¬ 
friend’s bloody head wounds 
while testifying at his murder 
trial Wednesday as the pros¬ 
ecutor urged the star athlete to 
“take responsibility” for killing 
her. 

“It’s time that you look at 
it,” chief prosecutor Gerrie 
Nel said, setting the stage for 
a rigorous first day of cross- 
examination of Pistorius, the 
double-amputee Olympian 
charged with premeditated 
murder for shooting Reeva 
Steenkamp three times 
through a toilet door at his 
home. 

“I remember,” Pistorius said 


of Steenlcamp’s bloodied head, 
becoming distraught and then 
ciying as he turned away from 
the gruesome image of the 
injuries he inflicted that were 
displayed next to him in a 
packed courtroom in South Af¬ 
rica’s capital. 

The showing of the photo¬ 
graph on TV screens in the 
courtroom caused gasps 
among spectators, who includ¬ 
ed Steenlcamp’s mother, June. 

“I will not look at a picture 
where I’m tormented by what I 
saw and felt that night,” Pistor¬ 
ius said. “As I picked Reeva up, 
my fingers touched her head. I 
remember. I don’t have to look 
at a picture, I was there.” 

Pistorius, 27, says he shot 
Steenkamp in the pre-dawn 
hours on Valentine’s Day — in 
the head, arm and hip — by 
mistake, thinking she was a 
dangerous intruder behind the 
door in his bathroom about to 
come out and attack him. Pros¬ 
ecutors charge he killed the 
29-year-old intentionally. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


‘Cuban Twitter.’ Havana 
probes leak of half-million 
cellphone numbers 


Cuba’s government said Wed¬ 
nesday it has launched a probe 
into how hundreds of thou¬ 
sands of customer cellphone 
numbers fell into the hands 
of a U.S. government program 
that used them to secretly set 
up a mobile-based, Twitter-lilce 
social network on the island. 

An Associated Press inves¬ 
tigation revealed last week 
that the U.S. Agency for Inter¬ 
national Development (USAID) 
program used the data to build 
a subscriber base for the plat¬ 
form, dubbed ZunZuneo, with 
the idea that it could be used 


to stir unrest. 

Cuba considers such USAID 
programs to be subversive at¬ 
tempts to topple its Commun¬ 
ist-run government. Officials 
told reporters that state tele¬ 
com Etecsa had not provided 
the data to any international 
operator or entity, and that 
the information was obtained 
illegally. 

Washington officials have 
defended the ZunZuneo pro¬ 
gram as consistent with U.S. 
law and described it as “dis¬ 
creet,” rather than covert or 
classified, the associated press 


Pakistan 


Attempted murder 
case against baby 
prompts outcry 

A nine-month-old Pakistani 
boy has been swept up in an 
attempted murder investi¬ 
gation that highlights the 
countiy’s dysfunctional 
criminal justice system 
where even children are not 
immune from questionable 
legal decisions. 


The toddler was brought 
to court last Friday as part 
of an investigation relating 
to an incident where resi¬ 
dents in his neighbourhood 
clashed with police. He was 
granted bail by a judge. 

The Jan. 31 altercation 
sparked police to open an 
attempted murder inves¬ 
tigation into 30 people, 
including the father of the 
toddler and his unnamed 
son, said police officer Atif 
Zulfiqar, who is in charge of 
the area, the associated press 


Wounded by trains 


Honduran migrants 
ask Mexico to 
allow free passage 

About a dozen Honduran 
migrants who lost legs and 
arms after falling from trains 
during northbound journeys 
across Mexico asked the coun¬ 
tiy’s Senate on Tuesday to 
stop the government’s perse¬ 
cution of Central Americans, 
protect them from criminal 


gangs and contribute money 
to shelters for their care. 

The migrants say that 
drug gang members and 
other criminals frequently 
beat, stab or push them from 
moving trains during their 
journeys through Mexico to 
the United States. 

The migrants expressed 
hope that Mexico would agree 
to allow them transit visas or 
free passage without docu¬ 
ments to cross the country on 
their way to the U.S. border. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Wi-Fi? Why not! Vancouverites 
may soon enjoy free wireless web 



High steaks. Calgary 
police beefing up efforts 
to corral meat thieves 


Police say a man accused in 
a dangerous high-speed drive 
through Calgaiy, speeding 
the wrong way down one-way 
streets before crashing into a 
fence, may be involved in a 
meat-theft ring. 

Police investigators say 
supermarket meat is a prime 
target for thieves, and a so¬ 
phisticated crime ring is being 
fuelled by rising food costs. 

It’s enough of a problem 
that police have a dedicated 
unit working to stop the trend. 


Const. Lara Sampson says 
the stolen food is often ex¬ 
changed for as little as 30 
cents on the dollar, or for 
drugs, and some ends up in 
restaurants. 

“We have them being sold 
out of the back of vehicles, we 
have them kept in dirty old 
garages,” Sampson said. “It is 
very common in Calgaiy right 
now.” 

Gaiy Neil Firth, 49, faces 
numerous charges. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS/GLOBAL CALGARY 


B.C City's park board 
to prioritize Internet 
access in spaces 
with high residential 
density, tourist appeal 


Wouldn’t it be nice to use free 
Wi-Fi instead of pricey cellu¬ 
lar data plans when posting 
pics on Instagram of the sun 
setting over the beach? 

Vancouver’s park board 
figures residents and tourists 
would appreciate the option, 
and it will vote on a motion 
next week asking staff to de¬ 
termine potential locations 
for free public Wi-Fi, the 
cost of such a program and 
a timeline for implementing 
the service, Commissioner 
Trevor Lolce announced Wed¬ 
nesday. 

The city has been mulling 
free public Wi-Fi since at least 


2005 — it’s already in place 
at city hall and at the public 
libraiy — and council passed 
a digital strategy last year 
promising to make Internet 
access a reality by 2016. 

But Lolce wants to get 
the ball rolling on the plan 
to ensure the park board 
has a say in what places get 
Wi-Fi — suggestions so far 


have focused on busy down¬ 
town shopping strips. 

“We want to make sure 
that park spaces are a prior¬ 
ity within the digital strat¬ 
egy,” Lolce said. 

The park board will priori¬ 
tize Internet access in spaces 
with high residential density 
and appeal for tourists. 

It’s not clear how much 


Wi-Fi infrastructure will 
cost, but the city is consid¬ 
ering partnerships with local 
providers. The entire digital 
strategy was budgeted at $30 
million between 2013 and 
2017. 

Quebec City, Denver, Co., 
and Auckland, New Zealand, 
already provide free public 
Wi-Fi. 


New York 


Paralyzed worker 
sues rail company 
for $100 million 

A railroad mechanic para¬ 
lyzed in a deadly New York 
derailment says he forgives 
the man driving the train. 

Samuel Rivera praised 
Metro-North Railroad on 
Wednesday as he an¬ 


nounced a $100-million 
lawsuit against it. 

Rivera spoke from a 
rehabilitation centre north 
of New York City. He has no 
movement of his legs and 
veiy little in his arms. 

Four people were killed 
and more than 70 injured 
in the Dec. 1 derailment in 
the Bronx. Rivera is calling 
for legislation mandating 
seat belts on public trans¬ 
portation. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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They came to praise Marois 
— not to bury her career? 



Parti Quebecois’ 
Shakespearean 
tragedy. Possible 
contenders addressed 
PQ faithful before 
defeated leader 
announced resignation 


Now that Pauline Marois has 
tendered her resignation as 
Parti Quebecois leader, the 
question within the battered 
sovereigntist party is who 
will be the right person to re¬ 
build it. 

It won’t be easy. The PQ 
suffered one of its worst de¬ 
feats since the 1970s on Mon¬ 
day night when Liberal Lead¬ 
er Philippe Couillard won a 
majority government. Two- 
thirds of Quebecers also flatly 
say they’re not interested in 
another sovereignty referen¬ 
dum, one of the party’s main 
goals. 

No one has come forward 
yet to claim the job Marois 
won by acclamation in 2007. 
However, PQ members 
seemed to get a preview of a 
few possible choices on elec¬ 
tion night when some who 
have been touted as contend¬ 
ers addressed them before 
their defeated leader spoke. 

In a twist that seemed to 
come out of Shakespeare’s 
Julius Caesar, Pierre Karl 
Peladeau, Jean-Francois Lisee, 
Bernard Drainville and Nicole 
Leger came to praise Marois 
before she buried her own 
political career a few mo¬ 
ments later. 

Lisee and Leger extolled 
Marois’ qualities and the 
party’s determination to fight 
on, while Drainville and Pela¬ 
deau made a pitch to sover¬ 
eigntist hearts 

Peladeau insisted the PQ 
caucus would continue to 
“defend the interests of Que¬ 
becers and the country” while 
Drainville was even more 


Top three 

possible 

contenders 

Political rookie Pierre Karl 
Peladeau and two party stal¬ 
warts, Jean-Francois Lisee 
and Bernard Drainville, have 
often been mentioned as 
eventual successors to Pau¬ 
line Marois, although it has 
been suggested Peladeau 
might not have the patience 
to toil in Opposition and re- 


forceful, giving a stemwinder 
speech on the virtues of the 
goal to make Quebecers mas¬ 
ters of their own destiny. 

A dark horse candidate is 
former Bloc Quebecois leader 
Gilles Duceppe, who quit as 
chief of that party when it 
was decimated by the New 


build a shattered party after 
years as a corporate titan. 

Others profess a bigger 
knock against the 52-year- 
old. They say Peladeau’s 
fist-pumping, enthusiastic 
embracing of an independ¬ 
ent Quebec at his campaign 
launch on March 9 started 
the PQ election effort’s ca¬ 
reening skid into the ditch. 

Drainville, 50, a former 
TV reporter, was the point 
man for the controversial 
secularism charter and pro¬ 
moted it with almost mis- 


Democratic Party in the 2011 
federal election. Many sover¬ 
eigntists find Duceppe ap¬ 
pealing because of his wide 
popularity but others chafe 
at the possibility he would tiy 
to bring the iron discipline 
he imposed on the Bloc to the 
more freewheeling PQ. 


sionaiy zeal. First elected in 
2007, he served as PQ health 
critic before being re-elected 
in 2008 and 2012, when 
he was named minister of 
democratic institutions. 

Lisee, 56, a former jour¬ 
nalist, author and professor, 
was Marois’s minister of 
international relations and 
often handled the hot-but- 
ton issue of language. A well- 
known sovereigntist thinker, 
Lisee advised PQ premiers 
Jacques Parizeau and Lucien 
Bouchard, the Canadian press 


Others who might take a 
run at the leadership are for¬ 
mer cabinet ministers Leger, 
Sylvain Gaudreault and Vero- 
nique Hivon, although their 
profile isn’t considered as 
high as those of Lisee, Drain¬ 
ville and Peladeau. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Quebec corruption probe 


Ex-construction 
firm boss admits 
to collusion 

A former Quebec construc¬ 
tion boss says his firm 
was involved in systemic 
collusion on provincial 
government contracts over 
a period of several years. 

Normand Bedard’s 
admission Wednesday came 
as the former president of 


major construction firm 
Sintra confirmed the exist¬ 
ence of rigging on infra¬ 
structure contracts. 

The Charbonneau Com¬ 
mission, which is looking 
into corruption within Que¬ 
bec’s construction industiy, 
began turning its attention 
this week to contracts 
involving the provincial 
Transport Department. It’s 
one of the final topics left 
before a final report. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


U.S. Senate 


Republicans block 
bill on women’s 
pay discrimination 

U.S. Senate Republicans 
derailed a Democratic 
bill Wednesday curbing 
paycheque discrimination 
against women, an effort 
that even in defeat Demo¬ 
crats hoped would pay pol¬ 
itical dividends in this fall’s 
congressional elections. 


Wednesday’s vote fell seven 
short of the 60 needed. 

With opinion polls 
showing Democratic voters 
less enthusiastic than Re¬ 
publicans this year, Demo¬ 
crats aimed the measure at 
women, who lean more to¬ 
ward their party than men. 
They were also casting the 
issue as a crucial one for 
the middle class because 
so many families rely on 
female wage-earners. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Need more troops 
in Central African 
Republic: Envoy 


Chad withdrawing. 

U.S. ambassador 
said there's a need 
for more troops; UN 
votes Thursday on 
expanding its role 


The U.S. ambassador to the 
United Nations on Wednes¬ 
day urged more support for 
existing African and French 
troops in Central African Re¬ 
public on the eve of a UN vote 
to create a peacekeeping mis¬ 
sion. 

Ambassador Samantha 
Power, making her second 
visit to the country since 
unprecedented sectarian vio¬ 
lence erupted in December, 


Muslims waiting 


“What I think the UN is 
trying to do is to make 
sure we go on a case-by- 
case basis.” 

U.S. Ambassador Samantha Power 

At least 19,000 Muslims are still trapped 
and unable to flee. Power said part of the 
challenge is finding out whether individuals 
want to leave or try staying. 

said the African peacekeep¬ 
ing mission is now working 
to fill the gap left by neigh¬ 
bouring Chad. Last week the 
Chadian government began 
withdrawing its 850 troops 
following allegations some 
had indiscriminately killed 
dozens of unarmed civilians. 

Power, who met Wednes¬ 
day with top officials from 


the African peacekeeping, 
said that Cameroonian and 
French forces were being 
moved into the areas previ¬ 
ously guarded by the Chad¬ 
ians. 

“There’s no question that 
we need to redouble our ef¬ 
forts — we’re making them 
every day anyway,” she told 
reporters. “But this adds even 
more urgency to the task 
of getting more troops and 
more police deployed rapid¬ 
ly in order to fill those gaps 
which really do exist.” The 
UN Security Council is due to 
vote Thursday on expanding 
the nearly 5,000-strong Af¬ 
rican mission in Central 
African Republic into a UN 
peacekeeping operation for 
the countiy of 4.6 million. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Putin turns up the heat on Ukraine 

Masked pro-Russian activists guard barricades at the regional administration building in Donetsk, Ukraine, 
Wednesday. Russian President Vladimir Putin turned up the heat on Ukraine on Wednesday by threatening to 
demand advance payment for gas supplies, a move designed to exert economic pressure as Ukraine confronts 
possible bankruptcy, a mutiny by pro-Russian separatists in the east and a Russian military buildup across the 
border. EFREM lukatsky/the associated press 
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Scans show details 
of mummy’s body 


British Museum. 

Scientists 'thrilled' to 
discover embalming 
tools in mummy’s skull 


Our fascination with mum¬ 
mies never gets old. The Brit¬ 
ish Museum is using the latest 
technology to unwrap their 
ancient mysteries. 

Scientists at the museum 
have used CT scans and sophis¬ 
ticated imaging software to go 
beneath the bandages, reveal¬ 
ing skin, bones, preserved 
internal organs — and in one 
case a brain-scooping rod left 
inside a skull by embalmers. 

The findings go on display 
next month in an exhibition 
that sets eight of the mu¬ 
seum’s mummies with de¬ 
tailed images of their insides 
and 3D printed replicas of 
some items buried with them. 

Director Neil MacGregor 
said 6.8 million people visited 
the London institution last 
year, “and eveiy one asked 



one of my colleagues, ‘Where 
are the mummies?’” 

The museum has been X- 
raying its mummies since the 
1960s, but modem CT scan¬ 
ners give a vastly sharper im¬ 
age. 

Just like live patients, the 
mummies chosen for the ex¬ 
hibition were scanned at Lon¬ 
don hospitals — though they 


were wheeled in after hours. 
The museum’s scientists were 
thrilled to discover a spatula¬ 
like probe still inside one 
man’s skull, along with a blob 
of brain. 

“The tool at the back of the 
skull was quite a revelation, 
because embalmers’ tools are 
something that we don’t know 
much about,” said John Taylor, 
museum mummy expert. 

Another mummy, a woman 
who lived in Sudan around 
700 A.D., was a Christian with 
a tattoo of the Archangel Mi¬ 
chael’s name on her inner 
thigh. 

The star of the show is 
Tamut, a temple singer from a 
family of high-ranking priests. 
She died around 900 B.C. 

Her brightly decorated 
casket has never been opened, 
but the scans have revealed 
her well-preserved body, her 
face and short-cropped hair. 

“Come back in another 
five years and you will hear 
Tamut sing,” MacGregor said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Plunket’s princely play date 

Britain’s Kate, the Duchess of Cambridge, holds Prince George, left, during 
a visit to Plunket nurse and parents group on Wednesday at Government 
House in Wellington, New Zealand. Plunket is a not-for-profit organization 
providing care for children and families, marty melville/the associated press 


Airport scare 


Man found with 
loaded handgun 

A Virginia man was arrested 
at Baltimore-Washington 
International Thurgood 
Marshall Airport after a 
loaded handgun was found 
in his bag at a security 
checkpoint. 

Maiyland Transporta¬ 
tion Authority Police say 
36-year-old Ryan Watson of 
Stafford, Va., was charged. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Infertility 


Italian court lifts 
ban on donations 

Italy’s constitutional court 
has struck down a ban on 
egg or sperm donation for 
infertile couples. 

Health Minister Beatrice 
Lorenzin, saying the law 
had effectively been “gut¬ 
ted,” called on Parliament 
to revise legislation. 

The conservative law 
reflects the influence on 
lawmakers by the Vatican, 
whose teaching forbids 
artificial procreation. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Good times, hard times 

Coming to Canada is a challenge for anybody. Sometimes it goes well, and sometimes it doesn’t. We talk to two people at different ends of the scale. 


See that symbol? It means you can scan this image with your Metro News app 
to see a video dip featuring more immigrants who’ve made Canada home. 


A truly 

Canadian 

quiz 

The Canadian citizenship 
test was altered in 2010 
to make it a little more 
difficult. 

Since then, applicants 
have been required to an¬ 
swer 15 of 20 questions cor¬ 
rectly, whereas previously 
they passed with 12 out of 
20 correct responses — as 
long as they gave the right 
answer to certain manda- 
toiy questions. 

The problem was those 
mandatoiy questions were 
always the same, making 
the test easy to beat by 
paying for the answers 
beforehand. (And, it’s been 
proven that really was hap¬ 
pening). 

About 96 per cent of 
those taking the test before 
2010 passed. The new for¬ 
mula has lowered the pass 
rate to 80 per cent or so. 

Citizenship and Immi¬ 
gration Canada (CIC) sends 
all applicants a study guide 
as soon as the paperwork is 
received. 

“The best way to suc¬ 
ceed at the citizenship 
test is to study Discover 
Canada,” said a CIC official. 
“We encourage people to 
begin studying as soon as 
they apply for citizenship 
and receive their study 
guide.” 

As well, an online lan¬ 
guage test must be taken 
and passed before anything 
else happens. 

SCOTT TAYLOR/METRO IN LONDON, 
ONT. 


On the web 



Can you pass? 

Give our practice 
citizenship test a 
try at metronews.ca 
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Priscilla Bunke has come 
a long way, in more ways 
than one. 

Her route to Canada was 
via Germany, where she 
spent 11 years. She then 
worked through a process 
of re-qualifying as a lawyer 
in Alberta, completing that 
in May 2012. 

It’s been 18 years since 
Bunke left her native Ni¬ 
geria, and she’s now a 
successful specialist in se¬ 
curities and derivatives 
regulatory law, as well as 
the energy and oil indus¬ 
tries, with Dentons law firm 
in Calgary. 

If that sounds impres¬ 
sive, it’s because it is. 

“It wasn’t easy,” she said. 
“But many people come 
here and succeed.” 

She’s done a lot of work 
in the last 11 years, includ¬ 
ing 12 exams just to re-qual- 
ify in Canada. 


“I wouldn’t lie,” said 
Bunke, 45, who has a 
14-year-old son and an 
11-year-old daughter. “Life 
is very good now. I’m very 
happy now. But it was 
tough.” 

She said working in Ger¬ 
many — where she com¬ 
pleted a master’s degree 
and worked as a corporate 
counsel for an insurance 
company — was tougher, 
mainly due to the language 
barrier. 

In Canada, Bunke was 
able to find work quickly, 
spending three years as a 
legal researcher while she 
re-qualified. 

But adjusting to Canada 
after she arrived in July 
2007 brought its own chal¬ 
lenges. 

There’s a greater em¬ 
phasis on networking, she 
explained, and the lessons 
come thick and fast. 

“What I’ve realized here 
is that if you are open to 
learning, then people are 
really, really kind and ready 
to help,” Bunke said, add¬ 
ing that she values the Can¬ 
adian mentors who offered 
their time. 

“I’ve been very fortunate 
and blessed to meet people 
who have been amazing.” 



Jamie Martinez moved to Canada from Colombia in January 2008 . He spent 
years working as a labourer in Canada and has been forced to tap into the 
welfare system, mike donachie/metro 


It’s been a tough few years 
for Jamie Martinez. 

Now 54, he came to Can¬ 
ada from Colombia in Janu¬ 
ary 2008. 

“My original background 
is mechanical engineering,” 
Martinez said. “But I worked 
for Goodyear in Colombia for 
17 years in human resources. 
I wanted to do something 
the same when I came to 
Canada, but I couldn’t.” 

First, there was a lan¬ 
guage barrier. 

Two ESL courses helped 
with that, but even apply¬ 
ing for jobs was a problem, 
so there followed lessons in 
creating a resume and look¬ 
ing for work. 

Martinez spent years be¬ 
ing offered only labourer 
jobs, and he’s also been 
forced to tap into the wel¬ 
fare system. But he stayed 
determined to work in ad¬ 
ministration, in a similar job 
to the one he had in Colom¬ 
bia. 

It took three years before 
he landed an office job, and 
he says his experience isn’t 
rare — even the large num¬ 
bers of university-educated 
immigrants face a steep 
climb, he said. 

Martinez, who is in the 
country on a work visa and 


Quoted 


“We need more help to 
overcome all the prob¬ 
lems we have ” 

Jamie Martinez 

still trying, after six years, 
to get permanent resident 
status, says he’s committed 
to Canada. 

Nowadays, he works as 
executive director of the Lat¬ 
ino Canadian Community 
Corporation in London, Ont., 
and is a leading light in the 
London Multicultural Club. 

“Canada is amazing,” he 
said. 

“We love Canada. It’s so 
family-oriented.” 

But he called on employ¬ 
ers to be more open to new¬ 
comers, whose status is eas¬ 
ily signalled with a SIN card 
number that starts with “9.” 

“We don’t get real help to 
get a job,” he said about im¬ 
migrants. 

“We need more help to 
overcome all the problems 
we have.” 

MIKE DONACHIE/METRO 
IN LONDON, ONT. 


Follow MikeDonachieon 
Twitter @Mike_Donachie 



Getting 

theirstart 

elsewhere 

Plenty of immigrants come 
to Canada and wind up be¬ 
ing household names. You 
may be surprised at how 
many well-known Canucks 
didn’t actually get a start in 
the True North strong and 
free. Here’s a look: 


Steve Nash 
is considered 
the best NBA 
player ever to 
spend most 
of his life 
in Canada. 

Currently a member of 
the Los Angeles Lakers, he 
was named the NBA’s most 
valuable player in both 2006 
and 2007. He grew up in 
Victoria, B.C. He was bom in 
Johannesburg, South Africa. 


Ernie 
Coombs 
was a 
children’s 
enter¬ 
tainer who 
starred in 
the Canadian television ser¬ 
ies, Mr. Dressup. He became 
a Canadian citizen in 1994. 
He and his family lived in 
Pickering, Ont. He was bom 
in Lewiston, Maine. 


Brendan Fraser, son of 
Canadian 
parents, is a 
movie and 
stage actor 
who por¬ 
trayed Rick 
O’Connell in 
the three-part 
Mummy series. He is also 
known for other comedic 
and fantasy-film leading 
roles in major Hollywood 
movies. He was born in 
Indianapolis, Ind. 
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THE STORY OF US: IMMIGRATION IN CANADA, TOLD IN FIVE PARTS 



Day 2 

What Canada wants 
vs. what it gets 
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Day 3 

Where we come from, 
where we go 
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Days 

The future and beyond 


Online 

Live the stories of three 
immigrants in our five-part 
video series at metronews.ca 
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‘Heartbleed’ bug causes 
major heartburn for CRA 



Nat iona\ 

Hea dquatXexs 


The Canada Revenue Agency headquarters in Ottawa is shown in 2011. The “Heartbleed” bug forced the tax agency 
on Wednesday to suspend its online filing services, sean kilpatrick/the Canadian press 


Canada Revenue 
Agency. If you haven't 
filed your taxes, you 
won’t be able to until 
at least the weekend 
due to computer bug 


With tax-return season 
in full swing, the Canada 
Revenue Agency suddenly 
locked down its online filing 
services on Wednesday, fear¬ 
ful of a new vulnerability in 
software used by much of 
the world to safeguard se¬ 
cure websites on the Inter¬ 
net. 

All of the federal govern¬ 
ment’s online systems were 
under review after word 
of the so-called Heartbleed 
computer bug prompted the 
tax agency to pull the plug 
on its electronic services as 
a precaution. 

“As a preventative meas¬ 
ure, the CRA has temporar¬ 
ily shut down public access 
to our online services to 
safeguard the integrity of 
the information we hold,” 
the agency said in a state- 


Heart-stopping oversight 


Bugwent 
undetected 
for two years 

A confounding computer 
bug called “Heartbleed” 
is causing major secur¬ 
ity headaches across 
the Internet as websites 
scramble to fix the prob¬ 
lem and web surfers won¬ 
der whether they should 
change their passwords 
to prevent theft of their 
email accounts, credit 
card numbers and other 
sensitive information. 

Security researchers 
who uncovered the threat 
are particularly worried 
about the lapse because it 
went undetected for more 
than two years. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


ment. 

The shutdown came 
after the Canadian Cyber 
Incident Response Centre 
(CCIRC) issued a warning 


to system administrators 
about the coding flaw. It 
recommended that system 
operators unable to plug in 
an immediate fix get off the 


grid. 

Other federal systems 
were also being assessed for 
their vulnerability to the 
threat, said Antoine Ouel- 


lon, a spokesperson for 
Shared Services Canada, the 
federal agency that oversees 
the government’s IT infra¬ 
structure. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Around the world in 20 
flying days via solar plane 



A Swiss team planning to com¬ 
plete the first round-the-world 
solar flight next year unveiled 
a new version of their unique 
aircraft Wednesday, which 
they say could remain in the 
air indefinitely. 

Pilots Bertrand Piccard 
and Andre Borschberg said 
the Solar Impulse 2 improves 
upon the single-seater proto¬ 
type that first took flight five 
years ago, and which has 
since demonstrated that a 
solar-powered plane can fly 
through the night, between 
two continents and across the 
United States. 

The updated plane pre¬ 
sented to the world at the 
Payerne Air Force Base in 
Switzerland has better batter¬ 
ies for storing energy soaked 
up from the sun by the 7,200 
solar cells that cover its mas¬ 
sive wings. 

At 236 feet, its wingspan 
is eight metres longer than 
the first prototype — longer 


even than the wings of a Boe¬ 
ing 747 jumbo jet — but still 
only weights 2.54 tons, about 
as much as a large car. 

The materials in the up¬ 
dated plane are also lighter 
than before, it has more ef¬ 
ficient electric motors and 
a “good business-class seat,” 
Borschberg said. 

That’s important, because 


while the journey will be 
broken up into several stages, 
the aircraft’s slow speed 
means it will have to stay in 
the air for several days in a 
row during the long trans¬ 
oceanic legs. 

Borschberg said the trip 
next year would take about 20 
flying days, spread over sever¬ 
al months, the associated press 


Serving up McJobs 


McD’s Canada 
supersizes hiring 
of young people 

McDonald’s Canada and 
its franchisees are set 
to hire more than 6,000 
young people at a one- 
day event on Thursday. 

McDonald’s says 
it’s aiming to hire the 
largest number of young 
people it has ever at¬ 
tempted in one day in 
Canada, the Canadian press 


More focus on the self 


Twitter redesigns 
for the Selfie Age 

As Twitter looks to 
broaden its appeal beyond 
its 241 million users, the 
company is introducing a 
redesign of profile pages 
that includes bigger 
photos, more user controls 
and a distinct resemblance 
to Faceboolc. 

As part of changes com¬ 
ing in the next few weeks, 
users who access Twitter 
via the Web will notice lar¬ 
ger photos on their profile 

pages. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Half a million in Canada 


Toyota recalls 
6.39M vehicles 

Toyota Motor Corp. is 
recalling 6.39 million 
vehicles globally, includ¬ 
ing more than half a 
million in Canada, for 
a variety of problems 
spanning nearly 30 
models in Japan, North 
America, Europe and 
elsewhere. 

Toyota Canada issued 
two separate recall 
notices affecting a total 
of 513,401 vehicles on 
Wednesday as part of the 
global initiative. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Market Minute 


O DOLLAR 

91.98C (+O.42C) 


TSX 

14,435.58 (+63.13) 


O OIL 

$103.60 US (+$1.04) 


O GOLD 

$1,305.90 US (-$3.20) 


Natural gas: $4.56 US (+$0.03) 
Dow Jones: 16,437-18 (+181.04) 
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GIVE UP YOUR SUMMER JOB SEARCH 


Now that summer break has arrived for you 
university and college students, it’s time to 
decide what your dream job is, because you’ll 
be thinking about it a lot while you rot in 
some summer-job cesspool. 

That’s probably hard to hear after eight 
difficult months of alcoholism and plagiar¬ 
ism, but it’s the truth, as cold and hard as the 
nickels you’ll be stealing from the tip jar. 

One of the only guaranteed jobs out there 
this time of year is writing tips for people 
looking for summer jobs (lca-ching!), and in 
my experience most articles like this one are 
far too optimistic, even naive. 

They’re all about networking and gump¬ 
tion and stick-to-it-iveness (formerly known 
as perseverance). Just put yourself out there and good things 
will happen, the advice goes. Lies, I say. 

It harkens back to my parents’ youth in New Brunswick, 
where job seekers simply grabbed the “Help Wanted” sign in 
the window and handed it to the boss, who was so impressed 



John Mazerolle 


metronews.ca 


by an N.B.er with basic literacy skills and op¬ 
posable thumbs that the new hires were well 
on their way to becoming Senior Vice- 
President of “Help Wanted” Sign Distribution. 
Or so I’ve been told. 

But when I was playing this game 15 years 
ago, it was pretty painful. Mostly it involved 
looking at recipe cards tacked to a corlcboard 
at a youth employment centre and praying 
that “pay negotiable” meant either six figures 
or seven figures. 

I’m ignorant of today’s job market — no 
doubt it involves e-recipe cards robo-taclced to 
a World Wide Corlcboard—but since the 
media has dubbed today’s youth demographic 
“generation screwed” I’m going to assume 
things aren’t super. 

From what I’ve heard, the modern job seeker requires 
three call-back interviews, including one in front of aboard 
of directors, just to apprentice for the guy who fetches the cof¬ 
fee, and even then it’s an unpaid internship until you’re 34. 


It’s pretty much hopeless. But I’m legally obligated to pro¬ 
vide a few tips, so: 

• It’s not what you do, it’s who you do. 

• Crack the so-called hidden job market by surfing to 
the Canada Job Bank and typing up up down down 
left right left right B A. 

• BuzzFeed’s Which Career Should You REALLY Have? 
is pretty much can’t-miss. 

But the biggest advice I would give anyone looking for a 
summer job is: Avoid it if you can. 

I’m not even kidding. If you can avoid it at all—either be¬ 
cause you’re spoiled or you’re cheap—then do it. Working in 
between school years makes the whole summer seem like 
life’s longest Sunday: melancholy and muted even when it’s 
nice out. 

I know that supposedly makes me irresponsible then and 
now, but, trust me, you will not look back and say, “I wish I’d 
joined the workforce sooner.” 

Instead, inform your friends that you’re looking to travel 
or party or vegetate and that they should join you. “Help 
wanted,” in other words. 


ZOOM 


METRO AUGMENTED REALITY 


It’s rather en-lightning 


SEE THE NEWS CONE ALIVE.. 


metr< 



Electrical storms 
get oohs and ahhs 

Athrill-seeking storm chaser 
captured the precise moment 
these giant lightning bolts lit 
up dark skiesin a series of 
incredible storms. 

Craig Eccles, a 
photographerfrom Perth, 
Western Australia, travels up to 
500 kilometresin anticipation 
of a powerfulstorm-allforthe 
sake of capturing that 
ferocious majesty on camera. 

METRO 


Photog’s viewpoint 


“I have seen lightning 
bolts stretch for miles 
across the sky. For me, 
it’s not all about the 
lightning bolt — some¬ 
times it’s about being 
in pitch black and in a 
split second, it appears 
as day.” 

Craig Eccles, photographer from Perth, 
Western Australia 


COURTESY CRAIG ECCLES/SOLENT NEWS & PHOTO 


How and when? 


Electrical potential 
builds up inside clouds, 
between water droplets 
with either a positive 
and negative charge. 
This potential is dis¬ 
charged in the form of 
lightning 

The frequency of 
flashes worldwide 
is about 50 times per 
second (that's 43 mil¬ 
lion times a day). 
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DOWNLOAD FILL SCREEN WITH METRO AR IMAGE 
METRO NEWS APP IMAGE TO SCAN JUMPS TO LIFE 



In this issue, you can find AR 
enhancements on pages 10 
and 18 News, page 24 in Scene, 
page 26 in Life, and page 38 
in Sports. 


To see pages from Metro spring to life, simply download or update the Metro News app available from 
your device's app store and follow these three easy steps: 

1. Open the Metro News app on your smartphone or tablet device. Click the AR icon in the top right corner. i 

2. Hold your device over any image that has the AR logo near it. Make sure you wait for the green scanning bar^ 
to read the image! 

3. Voila! You should see the AR in action — like a video, slide show or mobile content experience. You can even 
move your phone away from the page and interact with the content directly on your device. 


One cat not a fan 

| 7#] ANDREW 

FIFIELD 

metronews.ca 

Much of the feisty behaviour we 
find so amusing about cats can be 
attributed to then displeasure for 
treading on their turf or ignoring 
their critically important needs. 

“You think you can ignore my 
hunger at 5 a.m.? My raking at 
this blanket begs to differ.” 

This cat goes from fuzzy guitar 
groupie to feisty heckler based 
on a similar complaint. “Listen, 
Duane Allman. I’m in charge of 
licks around here.” 

Luckily, lame puns and their 
accompanying groans are for 
humans only. Or I’d be in a lot of 
trouble with my cat today. 
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We see attendance at 
this event in your future 


Spring Psychic Fair. 
Score some jewelry or 
get your fortune told 
at this fundraiser 



BACKSTAGE 

PASS 

Jenna Conter 
halifax@ metronews.ca 


No — this isn’t a concert or an 
art exhibit. It may even push 
the bounds of dramatic dance 
or beat poetry. 

But don’t be so quick to 
judge, perhaps even open 
your mind to a new way of 
thinking and take in the 
Spring Psychic Fair at the Hali¬ 
fax Forum’s Maritime Hall. 

When a four-year-old girl is 
able to describe the likeness of 
relatives that had passed away 
before she was even bom, it’s 
a good indication that this 
child may have some special 
gifts. 

This was the case for Mont¬ 
real-born Marilyn Rossner. 

Raised in an Orthodox Jew¬ 
ish home in Montreal, her 
Holocaust survivor parents 
were initially taken aback by 
their child’s detailed descrip¬ 
tions of family members who 
had perished in the Holocaust. 

Skipping a religious meal 
in an Orthodox Jewish house¬ 
hold is hard enough, but 
Rossner managed the incred¬ 
ible by stepping outside of 
her faith and, with the bless¬ 
ing of an open-minded rabbi, 
starting the Spiritual Science 
Fellowship (SSFNS). 

The interfaith ministiy is 
celebrating over 30 years as a 



congregation in HRM. 

Based out of their rented 
space at the Universalist Uni¬ 
tarian Church on Inglis Street, 
the fellowship “celebrates 
different religious traditions 
with prayer, meditation, song 
and talks on spirituality.” 

They keep its doors open 
with help from their annual 
psychic fair. 

Perhaps a slightly out-of- 
the-box event for most, this 
annual fundraiser — their 


12th in 11 years — all started 
as a means to stay open. 

“We’re a non profit organ¬ 
ization and found the only 
method we had to raise money 
would be through collections, 
but we didn’t want to ask too 
much from members,” said 
Rev. Carmen Dugas-Mattatall. 

“So we just decided to tiy to 
raise some money to cover our 
costs so we don’t have to close 
our doors, and that’s where it 
started.” 


A collection of local vend¬ 
ors offering attendees eveiy- 
thing from handcrafted jewel- 
ly to massages and, of course, 
psychic readings, this two-day 
event does more than ignite 
the soul. It also offers some 
food for thought with a variety 
of lectures and demonstra¬ 
tions. 

This year, SSFNS is excited 
to have Montreal-based astrol¬ 
oger Deborah Young bring her 
gifts and knowledge to the fair. 


Interested? 


• What: Spring Psychic Fair 


• When: Saturday, 10 a.m. 
to 9 p.m., Sunday, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 


• Where: Maritime Hall, 
Halifax Forum 


• Tickets: $8 


Your home for talk. 


News 95.7 


Todd Veinotte 

Weekdays 
2 pm - 6 pm 

News957.com 


News.Talk.Sports. 
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Mad Men tells no tales for last time 



Hush-hush final season. 

Show's creator muses 
on the strangeness 
of no more secrets 


Chat with Matthew Weiner 
these days and you feel the 
added depth of his Mad Men 
immersion. 

When its bifurcated final 
season begins Sunday at 10 
p.m. EDT on AMC (with seven 
episodes, to be followed by 
seven more next year), the 
second of those final hours 
will be shooting, while the 
fifth of seven final scripts will 
be taking shape on the page. 

And then? 

The looming end has taken 
root in the Mad Men conversa¬ 
tion among fans, even as they 
mark time waiting for the 14 
new installments. Meanwhile, 
Weiner, as the auteur of this 
landmark drama series, voices 
both resolve and wonderment 
at his task of bringing Mad 
Men in for a landing. 

His goal, he says, is not to 
wallop the audience with a 
grand parting shot, but some¬ 
thing more gently profound: 
“To leave the characters in a 
place where they’re going to 
be in viewers’ imaginations 
forever.” 

Weiner has said many 


times he hit upon some sem¬ 
blance of that “fitting end” 
several years ago. 

And yet: Pulling the plug 
on a TV series goes against 
eveiy instinct of the person in 
charge, he says — the person 
whose primaiy duty is to keep 
the show alive and well, week 
after week. 

Even for a series veteran 
like Weiner (who was a writer- 


producer of The Sopranos as 
well as the sitcom Becker), 
his mission to end Mad Men 
is “a totally antithetical thing, 
an exercise that is outside my 
realm of experience.” 

Last season’s fade-out 
found Don Draper (series star 
Jon Hamm) who, at the ser¬ 
ies’ start was fiercely guarded 
about his past, coming clean 
to his three kids: Don stood 
with them outside the former 
whorehouse where he, bom 
Dick Whitman, was raised as 
an orphan. 

Now, how does the new 
season pick up the action? 

As usual, Weiner made 
sure the preview he shared 


with TV critics was accompan¬ 
ied by a laundiy list of details 
not to be divulged: Things like 
when it takes place and what’s 
going on with Don’s work and 
private life. 

What, then, can be shared? 
That the episode, written by 
Weiner, is richly satisfying. 
That the cast remains terrific. 
That the series seems headed 
confidently down its home 
stretch. 

Pretty much the rest is 
meant to stay hush-hush. 

But secrecy is not simply 
an obsession for Weiner. It’s a 
marketing strategy that serves 
Mad Men well. 

“This was a decision I made 


Where the story left off 


Viewers will remember that 
at the close of last season, 
Don was left in disarray. He 
had been sidelined by his ad 
agency after suffering a melt¬ 
down at a client meeting. His 
loving wife Megan walked 
out on him after one too 
many broken promises. 


• The 1960 s have been 
hard on Don. A man who 
years before assumed 
another man’s identity, 
he has shaped his sense 
of self, and his career, 
from cultural models that 


at the show’s pilot stage,” he 
says. He pointed to January 
Jones, who plays Don’s ex 
and at the show’s inception 
was still his wife. “She was 
not part of any of the press 
material for the first season, 
because I didn’t want any¬ 
one who watched the pilot to 
know until its final moments 
that Don was married.” 

Weiner laughs, recalling 
the first table read for this 
obscure new series on an also- 
ran network as he demanded 
confidentiality from his cast. 

“Eveiybody looked at me 
like we’d be lucky if spoilers 
were a problem for this show. 
“They were thinking, ‘You 
really want us to keep things 
a secret?’ 

“Not all entertainment 
has to be this way,” Weiner 
acknowledges, “but I thought 
that the surprise of our stoiy- 
telling would be a smart mar- 


seem to grow increasingly 
outdated as the ' 60 s wear 
on. Don is on a downward 
spiral as he hits middle 
age, fast becoming an old 
fogey in a youth-obsessed 
era. Or so it may have 
seemed to some viewers. 


• Weiner doesn’t see him 
that way. 


• “The world is changing. 

That was the original 
intention of the show. And 
change makes everybody 
feel out of place.” 


lceting decision. Luckily, AMC 
agreed, right from the begin¬ 
ning.” And as Weiner hoped, 
it helped get the show noticed 
— and still does. 

Now the end is in sight. 
How to pull it off in a way that 
does justice to the series and 
its fans? And to viewers who 
have yet to discover it, and 
won’t until all the cats are out 
of the bag? 

“If Mad Men continues to 
be watched after its ending 
airs, whoever approaches it 
will know how it ends,” Wein¬ 
er muses almost wistfully. 
“However we end the show, 
there won’t be any more se¬ 
crets. That’s kind of weird.” 
He means to leave a show 
behind that will satisfy late¬ 
comers, too. 

But that’s all ahead. 

“Before then,” he declares, 
“we’ve got a lot of ground to 

COVer.” THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Goal going into the final season 


“To leave the characters in a place where they’re 
going to be in viewers’ imaginations forever.” 

Mad Men creator Matthew Weiner 
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See that symbol? It means you can scan this image with your Metro News app to see 
a video of the Trailer Park Boys telling you why you should watch their new film 
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Trailer Park Boys are still living the dream 
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Don’t Legalize It. 
Ricky, Julian and 
Bubbles are back 
and drunker than ever 


LIZ 

BROWN 

liz.brown@metronews.ca 

As my photographer and I file 
into a suite at Toronto’s Grand 
Hotel, we’re hit with the stench 
of stale cigarettes and sweat-out 
liquor. 

Bubbles horlcs a snot rocket 
before offering to shake hands 
with us. Ricky and Julian follow 
suit — sans loogie — and the 
trio settle into the overstuffed 
microsuede couch to talk about 
their upcoming movie, Don’t 
Legalize It, the third feature 
film for the Trailer Park Boys. 

Three movies and an endur¬ 
ing TV series (a new 10-episode 
season will debut on Netflix 
later this year) isn’t too shabby 
an accomplishment for the 
trio from Dartmouth’s Sunny¬ 
vale Trailer Park. But the boys 
don’t let the success get to their 
heads. They’re still living hard 


and while they were here for 
the Toronto premiere of Don’t 
Legalize It, they made the most 
of their time in the big city. 

“It’s fantastic,” Bubbles says 
when asked how he’s liking 
Toronto. 

“We like it,” groans Julian 
behind a pair of dark aviators. 
“We were up late last night.” 

How late? 

“Oh, about 7:30 a.m.,” says 
Bubbles. 

It’s now noon and the sun is 
beating into the hotel room. 

But Bubbles insists they 
were only drinking cheny 
colas. I should’ve been a bet¬ 
ter journalist and clarified 
— though I’m pretty sure he 
meant the type of colas made 
of spiced rum and amaretto. 

Ricky has been silent so far, 
slouching on the far end of the 
couch, hiding behind a pair of 
sunglasses and looking slightly 
sweaty. But we want to hear 
from him — he’s the real star 
of this film, after all, as he treks 
to Ottawa in a camper van to 
make an inspired speech about 
why it’s a mistake to legalize 
dope. 

He looks a little ashen but 
tries his best to articulate his 


arguments. “I think if they’re 
going to legalize it, they should 
at least let the people who are 
growing and selling it like me 


keep doing their job,” he says. 

“There’s enough unemploy¬ 
ment. If they’re going to legal¬ 
ize it, they should be doing it 


the right way; it shouldn’t just 
be the government just tak¬ 
ing all the money. Their dope 
is probably going to suck, you 


"Their dope is probably 
going to suck, you might 
not be able to get honey oil 
or hash any more, so I don’t 
know if it’s a good thing.” 

Ricky on why we shouldn’t legalize pot 

might not be able to get honey 
oil or hash any more, so I don’t 
know if it’s a good thing.” 

I think that’s the best I’m 
going to get out of these still- 
drunk boys, so I wrap the inter¬ 
view. 

But later that night, at the 
after-party, after the premiere 
of the film and a few downed 
cocktails, I see Ricky. I flip him 
the bird and tell him he has 
some off to f—lc. “That was a 
terrible interview,” I tell him. 
“Maybe the worst ever.” 

“What do you want from 
me? I was hungover as f—k?” 
he shoots back. 

Fair enough. 

As if to make amends, he in¬ 
vites me to do a shot. I oblige. 
Even after a decade, life is still 
good as a Trailer Park Boy. 
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Wish granted: Tina & Amy 
to star in sister comedy 


How is it that we can put a 
man on the moon, but Amy 
Poehler and Tina Fey have 
only starred in one film 
together? And that film was 
Baby Mama? (Mean Girls 
doesn’t count. They had sup¬ 
porting roles in that.) Luckily, 
things are about to change. 
According to the Hollywood 
Reporter, the stars of 30 Rock 
and Parks and Recreation will 
co-star in The Nest, a dark per¬ 
iod thriller. Just kidding, it’s a 


comedy, obviously. The Nest 
is about adult sisters (they’re 
playing sisters!) who find out 
that their parents are selling 
their childhood home, so they 
decide to throw one last big 
party there. In the process, 
they learn to mature. The Nest 
will be directed by Jay Roach, 
who also directed Pitch Per¬ 
fect. It’s written by Paula Pell, 
a former Saturday Night Live 
writer who also played Pete’s 
wife on 30 Rock. 


After 27 years, Tom Ford 
and his partner have 
fashionably late nuptials 


Fashion icon Tom Ford is of¬ 
ficially off the market, as he 
and his partner of 27 years, 
former Vogue Hommes Inter¬ 
national editor Richard Buck- 
ley, recently tied the knot 
in a veiy quiet ceremony, 
according to Vogue. Ford let 
the news slip casually while 
speaking at the Regent Street 
Apple Store opening in Lon¬ 
don earlier this week. “We 
are now married, which is 
nice,” Ford said. “I know that 
was just made legal in the 



U.K., which is great. We were 
married in the States.” 


METRO DISH 

OUR TAKE ON THE WORLD OF CELEBRITIES 
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Gwynnie might 
need practice 
atconscious 
uncoupling 

MELINDA 

TAUB 

Metro World News in New York 

Moses Martin, the son of 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Chris 
Martin, turned eight on 
Tuesday, and Gwyneth posted 
this sweet pic on Twitter for 
his birthday. Yeah, happy 
birthday, Moses — now run 
and play, because we need 
to talk to your mom about 
something. 

Check out her hand in 
the photo. Despite her much 
publicized “conscious un¬ 


coupling” from Chris Martin, 
it appears that Gwyneth is 
still wearing her wedding 
ring. That’s assuming this is 
a current photo, of course, 
which seems likely — Moses’ 
“Aw, Mom” expression 
certainly looks like an eight- 
year-old boy to me. 

So what do you think is 
the deal with the ring? I’d 
say maybe she’s not ready to 
remove it, but I don’t think 
Gwyneth Paltrow has ever 
shown that kind of emotion¬ 
al weakness in her life. And 
I say that with tremendous 
and earnest respect. She’s 
an oil-pulling, hydrangea- 
stroking pillar of steel. No, 
the ring must be a deliberate 
step in her conscious uncoup¬ 
ling. Unless her conscious 
uncoupling has gone so well 
that she’s already remarried 
to someone else. 



Big Red in a new film that 
makes some big claims 


Say it ain’t so, Captain 
Janeway. Kate Mulgrew, who 
currently stars as Big Red on 
Orange Is the New Black, is 
part of a new movie about 
geocentrism — the belief 
that the sun orbits the Earth. 
Mulgrew, who also spent 
seven years playing a starship 
captain on Star Trek: Voyager, 
narrates The Principle by 
ultra-conservative Robert 
Sungenis, who maintains 
the blog Galileo Was Wrong. 


GTheRock 


So is Mulgrew a devotee of 
Sungenis’ extremely bogus 
theoiy? Unclear. She does say 
that “eveiything we think we 
know about our universe is 
wrong” in the trailer, though 
apparently not eveiyone who 
was in that trailer chose to 
be there. On second thought, 
let’s hope she really does buy 
into geocentrism, because that 
would probably break new 
ground in the realm of weird 
celebrity beliefs. 



O 

... ▼ 


Alright.. 3 hrs sleep, but kickin' jet lag's ass. Its time 
to work.. Good morning from lovely London. 



Gladygaga 

just basically ate all the birthday cake I was suppos¬ 
ed to eat last week but had shows so I dieted it was 
so good, it was yummy yums 



@ WhitneyCummings 

People: please make your emails funnier in general 



r SPEND ^ 

38,000 POINTS 

AND GET UP TO 

rtnoFF* 


r SPEND ^ 
50,000 POINTS 
AND GET UP TO 
MnnoFF* 


r THAT’S 
AN EXTRA 


r THAT’S 
AN EXTRA 


YOUR 

POINTS 

EVENT! 


SATURDAY, APRIL 12 & SUNDAY, APRIL 13 ONLY! 


f SPEND > 

95,000 POINTS 

AND GET UP TO 

* 200 "? 


f THAT’S > 
AN EXTRA 


Visit shoppersdrugmart.ca or the store nearest you for details. 

'’Some conditions may apply. See store for details. Offer valid April 12 & 13, 2014 only. 
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Closet alert: Get clutter under control. East Coast celeb decor expert Jordan Hipson shows us how! 
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Won’t you let them 
live?! In the spirit 
of reducing, reusing 
and recycling, we 
look at three ways to 
deal with your done- 
for duds this spring 
without tossing them 
in the trash 


ELZABETH 


BEDDALL 


Whether you’ve stuck to 
your New Year’s resolutions 
or not, the sun is coming 
out and revealing that you 
are a different person than 
you were back when the 
halls were being decked. 

Spring is almost here 
and it’s time to reassess 
that wardrobe. But what 
do you do with those piles 
of threads that no longer 
thrill you? Let us give you 
a few fashionable tips for 
figuring that out. 

Sell 'em 

Sites such as Craigslist, Ki- 
jiji and eBay Canada have 
made it easy for regular 
folks to become retail mav¬ 
ericks. If you’ve got a few 
pieces that you picked out 
in a fit of passion, but never 
quite figured out how to 
flaunt, selling them to a 
more suitable style hunter 
might be the way to go. 

But if you’ve never 
opened up shop on a web- 
based platform, it may be 
difficult to know how to get 
visitors to even give your 
garments a second look. 


Spring clean your style 


London-based luxury 
gown designer Farishta 
Zarify, who won the eBay 
Canada 2013 Entrepreneur 
of the Year award for her 
successful online store, says 
it’s all about the visuals. 

“It’s online shopping, so 
you’re taking away the ex¬ 
perience of seeing the item 
in person,” says Zarify, who 
recommends taking plenty 
of photographs of each gar¬ 
ment in proper lighting and 
with a simple background. 

“Also make sure to list all 
the defining characteristics 
like brand name, size and 
measurements so the cus¬ 
tomer knows exactly what 
they’re going to get.” 

Donate 'em 

There’s arguably no bet¬ 


ter way to feel good about 
saying goodbye to your gar¬ 
ments than by giving them 
away to a great cause. 

There are plenty of or¬ 
ganizations across Canada 
that will accept your gently 
used clothing, including 
The Salvation Army and 
Clothesline for the Can¬ 
adian Diabetes Association. 

And what if spring has 
brought with it a brand new 
job and you no longer need 
that blazer and those flashy 
flats? 

Turn your charitable 
sights to Dress for Success, 
a worldwide organization 
with locations across Can¬ 
ada, which helps to promote 
the economic independence 
of disadvantaged women by 
providing them with pro¬ 


fessional attire received via 
drop-off donation. 

“In the process of pick¬ 
ing out an outfit and having 
a conversation with a volun¬ 
teer stylist, our clients are 
transformed,” says execu¬ 
tive director of Dress for 
Success’s Toronto chapter, 
Paige Souter. 

“They start to believe 
that the next chapter in 
their lives will be better 
than the part that they’re 
leaving.” 

And if you’ve had a pile 
accumulating in your closet 
for ages but lack the means 
to lug it to your local do¬ 
nation box, you can pay 
a quick visit to donation- 
town.org, an online direc¬ 
tory of charities that offer 
donation pick-up service. 


Rework 'em 


Welcome to the genera¬ 
tion of DIY, where every 
item can be manipulated 
into something even more 
magnificent. So don’t give 
up on that garment - it’s 
got life in it yet! To prove 
this to you, we asked Alana 
Kumar, the Victoria, B.C.- 
based creator of DIY blog 
dreamcreate.ca, to suggest 
four ways to breathe new 
life into your wardrobe: 

• Use your scissors! 
Sometimes clothes 
have unnecessary 
ruffles, bows, etc. Say 
a prayer to the DIY 
gods and start having 
fun. Cutting ruffles can 
transform a girly top 
or dress into a much 
more classic silhouette, 
and give your piece a 
second chance. 

• Turn a dress into a skirt. 
Take a maxi dress and 
simply tuck the top 
under. Now you have a 
new maxi skirt that you 
can pair with any top. 

• For pieces with a few 
layers like a dress, try 
removing the top layer 
with a pair of scissors, 
sometimes the “shell” 
of the dress is more 
beautiful and simple 
than the original. 

• For pieces with a few 
layers like a dress, try 
removing the top layer 
with a pair of scissors, 
sometimes the “shell” 
of the dress is more 
beautiful and simple 
than the original. 


Canadian 
street style 


Spotted in: Toronto 


Name: Amanda Assing 
Age: 32 

Occupation: EA at Juniper 
Park and Open Studio 
contributor 


What she's wearing: 

“This black gem of a coat I found in 
this little vintage store in New York. 

I died. It’s boiled wool and collarless. 
Reminded we of a collarless Chanel 
coat and I literally wear this eveiyday. 
These pants strangely are from the 
Gap — the loose fit is perfect for 
running around on the job. Club 
Monaco top is classic and translates 
in any country. Alpaca wool scarf is a 
find from Kensington market and it’s 
ridiculously warm.” 

Her inspiration: 

Mash-up of Emmanuelle Alt + loose 
patterns prints. 

THE KIT IS A MULTI-PLATFORM BEAUTY AND FASHION 
BRAND WHICH INCLUDES AN INTERACTIVE MAGAZINE 
AND DYNAMIC APP, A WEBSITE, KIT CHAT - AN E- 
NEWSLETTER PROGRAM - AND A WEEKLY NEWSPAPER 
SECTION, TOO! 




JEANNE 

SPACE 

Jeanne Beker 
[ife@ metronews.ca 


TWITTER ALLOWS ME TO BE ACCESSIBLE, 
INSTANTLY SPEAK MY MIND AND CONNECTS 
ME WITH ALL KINDS OF PEOPLE. WHETHER 
IT’S A FASHION QUESTION OR YOU JUST WANT 
TO COMMENT ON LIFE’S BIGGER PICTURE, I’D 
LOVE TO HEAR FROM YOU. 





























REFRESI 

YOUR 

LOOK 

50 % 

frame and lenses 

with complete eyeglass purchase* 


535 Granville Street, Summerside 

Ofwf w 902-888-1581 

April 6 to April 12, 2014. Visit loblawstores.ca to find an optical department near you. Eye exams arranged. 

"Receive 50% off your complete eyeglass purchase (frame and lenses) excluding coatings. Offer cannot be combined with any store discount, sale of coupon offer. Offer valid at participating 
locations only between April 6,2014 until April 12, 2014. See our licensed optician for details. ®/™Trademarks of Loblaws Inc. All rights reserved. ©2014 Loblaws Inc. 
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Take up the vase with these 
fresh ideas for cut flowers 


Flower your nest 

Chive’s Porcelain Bird vases come in white, gray, blue and 
black. Water is added to the vase through a hole in the 
back, with an opening in the front for flowers 
or greeneiy so it appears that the bird is 
nestled amongst the flora. 

CHIVE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



More 
bloom for 
your buck 


Minimalist 
style Big 
Bloom 
Vase, 
designed 
by Charlie 
Guda, features 
a powerful Fres¬ 
nel lens which 
magnifies the 
flower placed in 
the vial in front 
of it. It is avail¬ 
able at momas- 
tore.org. 




MOMA DESIGN STORE/THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Gather roses and other 
buds in new ways. 

Vases varied as flowers 
offer frame and focus 


We’ve been picking flowers 
and sticking them in contain¬ 
ers for thousands of years. 

The early Egyptians did it, 
as did the Chinese. Feng Shui 
guidelines for creating har¬ 
mony in a home suggest pla¬ 
cing vases of fresh-cut flowers 
throughout the dwelling to 
relieve stress, and increase 
productivity and creativity. 
Ilcebana, the 600-year-old art 
of Japanese flower arranging, 
became a craft of high regard, 
with a spiritual element. 

Today, artisans, designers 
and even florists continue 
to dream up interesting new 
vessels. 

Visually anchored 

New York City-based floral de¬ 
signer Matthew Robbins has 
created a simple line of vases 
for Teroforma that takes 
some of the guesswork out of 
flower arranging. Each vase 
— Bud, Cutting, Bouquet, 
Branch — describes what 
works best in it, and each 
is crafted of the same 
neutral white bisque 
porcelain, with a 
subtle yet referential 
etched motif (see 
teroforma.com). 

“We wanted to 
create a line 
of vases that 
provided a 
perfect vis¬ 
ual anchor 
for fresh 

flowers. 

Clean 
shapes and 
surfaces are 
wonderful; 
they keep 
the focus 
on the 

flowers,” 
says Rob¬ 
bins. 


Bristling with colour 

The Museum of Modern Art’s 
store offered several inter¬ 
esting vases at this spring’s 
design preview in New York. 
French design team Charlotte 
Arnal and Francis Fevre’s 
Zouzous Brush vase is a poly¬ 
carbonate receptacle enrobed 
in a shaggy coat of colourful 
polypropylene bristles. 

Naval gazing 

Also at the MoMA store, Char¬ 
lie Guda perches a narrow 
vial in front of a small yet 
powerful lens to magnify a 
single flower. Guda created 
the Big Bloom vase as hom¬ 
age to 18th centuiy French 
physician Augustin-Jean 



Fresnel, who invented a lens 
to enhance the brightness of 
lighthouse lanterns and con¬ 
tributed to naval navigation 
safety. 

Chalk-full of fun 

And Ricardo Saint Clair’s 
playful chalkboard-faced vase 
gives you a surface to add 
an image or a message, and 
comes complete with chalk; 
visit momastore.org. 

So many feels 

Bliss Home and Design has an 
array of ceramic vases with 
textural elements that add 
drama; The Pompon vase is 
festooned with white balls; 
the Sea Sponge is made of 
layers of glazed clay resem¬ 
bling fronds of ocean sponge, 
and Monkey Paw is made of 
dozens of iridescent ceramic 
blooms. Visit blisshomeand- 
design.com. 

Glass menagerie 

Waterford’s Evolution series 
has some striking examples 
of artisanal glassworlc. The 
Menagerie Trinidad vase 
interprets the markings of a 
graceful ocelot, while the Nai¬ 
robi invokes the bold stripes 
of a zebra. The Agate vase 
was inspired by the col¬ 
ours and concentric 
bands of quartz agate. 

Visit macys.com. 

Euro splash 

Ilcea’s Soclcer vase is 
an enamelled steel- 
and-eucalyptus-handled 
bucket of diminutive 


Chive talkin' 


Toronto-based design outfit 
Chive has decided to focus 
solely on selling vases. 

• At the NY Now show in 
February, their booth 
was abuzz with buyers 
placing orders for Pooley 
2, a cluster of glazed cer¬ 
amic bud vases affixed 
to a slab, as well as the 
Hudson 4 collection of 
clear glass vessels in con¬ 
figurations ranging from 
simple single shapes 
(such as a hanging egg) 
to conjoined vases that 
form caterpillars or 
bubbles. 

• A porcelain bird vase 
in grey, white, blue or 
black seems to rest on 
the flowers or greenery 
placed in a receptacle at 
its feet. See chive.com. 


proportions, so flowers dis¬ 
played in it have the look of a 
European flower market Visit 
ikea.com. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



A pool's paradise: Chive's Pooley 2 fully glazed ceramic bud vases come in eight or 12 vase configurations and attach to a rectangular base. A flower can be 
placed in only one or two, or in the full array. Using only one type of bloom or leaf looks particularly striking. The vases, available at Chive.com, come in a wide 
range of subtle yet saturated hues, chive/the associated press 
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All 

hands 
on deck 


Get on board. Paul 
Lafrance has timely tips 
to get outdoor space 
shipshape for summer 


The days are finally getting 
warmer and it’s almost time 
to enjoy our backyards again. 
But after a long, rough winter 
what used to be an outdoor 
oasis may be in shambles. 
Luckily, deck guru Paul 
Lafrance has some tips and 
tricks for easy weekend 
makeovers that will keep 
your outdoor space beautiful, 
inviting, and stress-free for 
the summer ahead. 

Stain the deck 

Guaranteed this winter had 
snow and ice accumulating on 
your deck. If you don’t have 
composite decking, you need 
to avoid those water stains 
on the wood by sanding and 
staining it. Do this as soon as 
the weather hits 10 degrees so 
that you are doing the work 
when it’s still a bit chilly out¬ 
side instead of on a beautiful 
day when you’d rather be on 
the deck relaxing. 

Consider composite 

If the structure of your deck is 
sound and the framework is 
lasting, then the best possible 
thing you can do for your 
sanity and the resale value of 
your home is to replace the 
deck boards with composite 
decking. This is easily a week¬ 
end project and will save you 
hours of maintenance in the 
future when you simply need 
to wash it clean instead of 
staining it. 

Rethink your railings 

To add more of a design 


flair to your deck, consider 
other options outside of the 
traditional wooden railings. 
Change them to glass for an 
upgraded view, or choose 
colours like black, white, or 
bronze to better suit your 
taste. You can even add rail¬ 
ings with mirrors for a more 
interesting look. 

Light it up 

I cannot stress enough how 
important lighting is to de¬ 
sign, and how much it can 
transform an outdoor space. 
You don’t need to be an elec¬ 
trician to incorporate LED 
lights with your deck, or to 
add lights that will help you 
see better and boost the am¬ 
bience at night. 

Invest in furnishings 

Deck furniture has been com¬ 
pletely revolutionized from 
the past — there are outdoor 
furnishings now that are be¬ 
ing mistaken for living room 
furniture. You can make over 
your whole space with some 
chairs and tables, or even cre¬ 
ate the effect of a room by 
adding an umbrella to a din¬ 
ing or living space outdoors. 

Add privacy screens 

Privacy screens are a great 
way to not only add privacy 
to your backyard space, but to 
also create a focal point and 
a creative “wow” for guests. 
Instead of simply copying 
the fencing that you have 
and making a screen out of 
it, consider incorporating 
something more decorative 
that suits your design tastes. 
You can choose anything 
from faux stone to something 
with a hanging water feature. 
If you can see it from inside 
it makes the outdoor space 
even more inviting. 


Decked Out 


Watch Paul Lafrance 
in all-new seasons 
of Decked Out and 
Disaster Decks, 
Tuesdays beginning 
at 9 p.m. ET/PT on 
HGTV Canada. 




Spruce up your favourite outdoor room now, then relax in it all summer long, i 
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Buying a home shouldn’t be scary. 

Speak to an RBC mortgage specialist to make sure your story has a 
happy ending. Make an appointment today at rbc.com/mortgages 


Watch the trailer at rbc.com/horror 



rbc.com/downpayment 


Personal lending products are offered by Royal Bank of Canada and are subject to its standard lending criteria. ®/TM Trademark(s) of Royal Bank of Canada. RBC and Royal Bank are registered trademarks of Royal Bank of Canada. 
















It’s a good idea to carefully consider what you want in a house first before you start looking. Stephen coburn/shutterstock 
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Become 
interested 
in the rates 


Understanding the process 


JENNIFER 

TAPLIN 

For Metro 

Buying a house can be an 
overwhelming financial deci¬ 
sion. 

First-time homebuyers 
tend to be highly educated 
and are quite thorough with 
their research by using on¬ 
line tools to find potential 
properties and calculate 
costs. But they aren’t as 
confident when it comes to 
mortgages and the technical 
process of buying a house, 
said Terri Gibbons, with Can¬ 
ada Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, who is based in 
North York, Ont. 

“It is important for first¬ 
time homebuyers to deter¬ 
mine how much they can 


afford before they begin the 
process, keeping in mind all 
of the upfront costs,” Gibbons 
said. “It is recommended that 
first-time buyers seek out a 
mortgage professional and 
ask lots of questions and 
clarify their understanding 
along the way.” 

It’s also a good idea to 
carefully consider what they 
want in a house first before 
they start looking, she added. 
Considerations include num¬ 
ber of bedrooms, location, re¬ 
sale potential, and any reno¬ 
vation costs. 

“It is costly to move, so 
these considerations are very 
important,” Gibbons said. 

When all the ducks are in 
a row and first-time house 
hunters find the right prop¬ 
erty at the right price, Win- 


Starter homes 


• First-time buyers show a 
higher propensity to want 
to move sooner than repeat 
buyers, according to the 
Canada Mortgage and Hous¬ 
ing Corporation. Almost 
one-in-three (31 per cent) 
of first-time buyers plan to 


nipeg real estate lawyer Le¬ 
andro Zylberman advises to 
take a breath before making 
an offer. 

“When I get into the pic¬ 
ture, it’s usually after the 
offer has been signed and ac¬ 
cepted,” he said. “Once I get 
that, it’s too late to make any 
changes.” 

If there are components 


move within the next five 
years, compared to 19 per 
cent among repeat buyers. 
This likely reflects the fact 
that many buy starter homes 
to get into the housing mar¬ 
ket faster and look to move 
up within a few years. 


of the offer the buyers don’t 
understand, they can make 
the offer subject to lawyer 
approval, Zylberman advised. 

This part of the process is 
made easier with advice of a 
real estate agent, who doesn’t 
charge commission for buy¬ 
ing a house, only for selling, 
Zylberman said, which is a 
definite perk for first-timers. 


And don’t forget about 
the closing costs, which can 
be more than moving and 
lawyer fees. Many provinces 
have a land or deed transfer 
tax that catches many first¬ 
time homebuyers unaware. 

From start to finish, the 
homebuying journey can be a 
long one. According to CMHC 
statistics, first-time home- 
buyers take three months 
longer than repeat buyers to 
make their purchase. That’s 
about 10 months total of 
planning. 

Almost two-thirds of first¬ 
time homebuyers are young¬ 
er than 35, where only 20 
per cent of repeat buyers are 
younger than 35 years of age. 
A large majority, 82 per cent, 
of first-time buyers have a 
post-secondaiy education. 


Borrowing money to buy 
a home is likely going to 
be the biggest financial 
commitment you ever 
make. So it’s important 
to do your research and 
understand what you’re 
getting into. 

Here’s a quick guide. 

Interest rates 

Homebuyers have 
enjoyed low interest 
rates for a while now. 
“And I think they’re 
going to hold for several 
more months,” said To¬ 
ronto mortgage broker 
David Smith. “By the fall, 
we’re probably going to 
see 3.09 and 3.1 perhaps, 
and these are still extra¬ 
ordinary low rates and 
cheap money.” 

Down payment 

Put down at least 20 per 
cent of the home price, 
advises Will Britton, a fi¬ 
nancial adviser in Kings¬ 
ton, Ont., and a member 
of Advocis, the Financial 
Advisors Association of 
Canada. 

You will qualify for a 
conventional mortgage 
loan, which is equal to 
or less than 80 per cent 
of the lending value of 
the property. Otherwise, 
a high-ratio mortgage 
requires mortgage 
loan insurance from a 
provider such as Canada 
Mortgage and Housing 
Corporation, and that 
will cost more. 

Pre-approval 

It’s important to be pre¬ 
approved for a mortgage 
by a bank. “Given how 
competitive the market¬ 
place is, if your offer has 
a condition on financing, 
you won’t win the prop¬ 
erty,” Smith said. 

YLVA VAN BUUREN 


So Vo T>ou 

_:_— iHW 



g \ MULTIPLE LISTING SERVICE® 

Governor’s 

gROOK Arnico 


www.picketfencehomes.ca/governorsbrook 


c^kv. ^ao^t VoucX\ Hr, 


0% Down 



New Homes 

from 


Cashback Options Available. 
Ask for Details.* 

*OAC. Some conditions and restrictions may apply. 


$ 239,900 

Picket Fence 

HOMES 


Model Home Open Tues-Thurs & Weekends 1-4pm • 2 Alabaster Way, Halifax • 8 Brick Lane, Halifax 


2-Storey 
with Garage, 

3 bdrm, 

2-1/2 bath 



Townhomes with Garage, 

1,522 sq. ft. Finished 3 bdrm, 2-1/2 bath 



COMMUNITIES 


Call Lynn Carter (902) 497-LYNN (5966) sSl 




Split entry Fully Finished 2-Storey Brick Lane 

1,456 sq. Ft. Finished (3 bdrm, 2 bath) 1,679 sq. ft. Finished (3 bdrm, 3 bath) 

Call Donna Flemming (902) 430-3833 HTi 


READY TO MOVE IN OR BUILT TO SUIT 
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Condos. Settle into a different type of lifestyle 


YLVA 

VAN BUUREN 

For Metro 

It’s a great time to buy a con¬ 
dominium. 

The market is more bal¬ 
anced compared to houses, 
says Toronto mortgage brok¬ 
er David Smith. And there are 
lots of long- and short-term 
benefits. 

Here is a list to consider: 


1 Affordability. While 
budget will dictate lo¬ 
cation, amenities and size, 
a condominium is usu¬ 
ally more affordable than a 
house. “For many first-time 
buyers, it’s the only way to 
enter the real estate mar¬ 
ket,” Smith said. 

Availability. There are 
lots of condos on the 
market, Smith said, and they 
are good value — an antici¬ 



Be prepared and know what you can afford for a down payment for a new 
home, and what your price range and budget are before you get started. 

MONKEY BUSINESS IMAGES/SHUTTERSTOCK 


An investment that’s 
worth the challenge 


KRISTA 

SYLVESTER 

For Metro 

Buying your first home can 
be a daunting task but it’s an 
investment that is worth the 
challenge, especially if you 
know the tricks of the trade. 

Calgary realtor Bill Lees- 
man is experienced in helping 
first-time homebuyers find 
their ideal first home and his 
biggest advice would be to do 
their research first. 

“You have to be prepared 
and know what you can afford 
for a down payment, and what 
your price range and budget 
are before you get started,” he 
said. 

“First-time homebuyers 
should be prepared to keep 
their first home for at least 
four or five years in order to 
get enough equity to be able to 
upgrade to a new home later 
on. Buying your first home 
for just a year or two doesn’t 
make much sense.” 

That’s why Leesman recom¬ 
mends buying the right size of 
home — if you are going to 


have a growing family, make 
sure you have enough room in 
the house down the road. 

And while nice appliances 
and several bedrooms are al¬ 
ways nice to have, they don’t 
factor in to the overall cost as 
much as some people might 
believe, Leesman said. Lees¬ 
man cautions homebuyers 
to make sure the appliances 
are in working order or they 
might have to buy new ones 
after they move in. 

However, developed base¬ 
ments and garages certainly 
drive the cost up. 

“People are actually bet¬ 
ter off buying homes with 
undeveloped basements and 
without garages and then fin¬ 
ishing them later themselves. 
People can generally build 
their own garage or develop 
the basement after the fact for 
less than what it would cost 
added on to the house price.” 

Another big factor that can 
drive up the cost of a home 
is location. “Busier streets 
tend to cost less than quieter 
streets or houses in cul-de- 
sacs,” Leesman said. 


pated downward direction of 
prices hasn’t occurred. 

3 Ease of living. Chris¬ 
topher Dewdney, a To¬ 
ronto financial adviser and 
member of Advocis, the 
Financial Advisors Associa¬ 
tion of Canada, says condo 
fees generally cover main¬ 
tenance such as snow re¬ 
moval, lawn care, and even 
indoor plumbing in some 
cases. Many condominiums 


provide amenities such as a 
pool, fitness club, and out¬ 
door barbecues. 

4 Lifestyle. Some condo¬ 
miniums are “lifestyle 
communities” with regular 
events such as wine tasting 
and movie nights where 
owners can network and 
meet new friends. 

5 Safety. Most condos 
have built-in security 
including security cameras 


and a concierge. 

6 Good investment. “His¬ 
torically, you see an ap¬ 
preciation in the value of 
real estate,” Dewdney said. 
That’s great compared to 
renting where you end up 
with no equity or owner¬ 
ship. A condominium could 
become a rental property in 
the future for you, too. 

7 Net worth. You are 
building your net worth. 


Through the property, you 
are building equity, Dewd¬ 
ney said. “If there’s a finan¬ 
cial opportunity or emer¬ 
gency, you could always 
secure a line of credit against 
that equity in the property.” 

8 Stepping Stone. A con¬ 
dominium will be worth 
more in the future — if you 
sell it, you can use the sur¬ 
plus towards a new property 
or investment. 



RBC* FILMS PRESENTS 


The mortgage 



COMING APRIL 2014 

WHIN YOU RE THINKING * kit BUYING YOUR FIRST HOME. AN RBC MORTGAGE SPECIALIST 

mu GETTING PRE APPROVED a MORTGAGE 


Buying a home shouldn’t be dramatic. 

Speak to an RBC mortgage specialist to make sure your story has a 
happy ending. Make an appointment today at rbc.com/mortgages 


Watch the trailer at rbc.com/drama 



[$25,000 
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Enter at 

rbc.com/downpayment 
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Halifax 

Comfort and convenience combine in this well cared 
for and tastefully updated three-bedroom home. Besides 
1,144 square feet of space, good insulation and new 
windows make for a high EnerGuide rating. The property 
is located close to the shops and restaurants of nearby 
Hydrostone Market. Asking price is $348,900. A profes¬ 
sional paint job is promised prior to closing. 

LISTING: KELLER WILLIAMS REALTY 



Calgary 

This cowtown condo, deep in Calgaiy’s south end, is sure 
to make any homeowner proud. Built by award-winning 
Homes by Avi, it offers 1,184 square feet of living space, 
complete with espresso cabinets and an island in the 
kitchen. A double garage, fenced backyard and private 
concrete patio complete this stylish south-end home. Ask¬ 
ing price is $344,000. 

LISTING: RE/MAX HOUSE OF REAL ESTATE 


Market 

roundup 

Metro takes a cross-Canada trip 
to find out how far 
$300,000 to $350,000 will go 
in today’s housing market. 

COMPILED BY GEORDON OMAND 


Saskatoon 

An abundance of south¬ 
facing windows ensures 
ample natural light for this 
corner unit townhouse, 
located on a quiet crescent 
in the south Saskatoon 
residential community 
of Stonebridge. Built a 
scant five years ago and 
boasting 1,337 square feet, 
hardwood floors, granite 
countertops and an up¬ 
stairs washroom skylight, 
the asking price for this 



property is $334,900. 

LISTING: HALLMARK REALTY 
& ASSOCIATES LTD. 



Vancouver 

This spacious one-bedroom, one-washroom condominium 
is a stone’s throw away from Jericho Beach, making it 
a perfect location for pet lovers. The property includes 
stainless steel appliances, stone counters and dark 
hardwood floors, as well as a 16-foot south-facing patio. 
Nearby shopping and an enormous master bedroom 
make this 656-square-foot, $342,500 unit a steal of a deal. 

LISTING: SUTTON GROUP WEST COAST REALTY 



Toronto 

While not exactly downtown living, this three-bedroom, 
two-bathroom home fits the first-timer’s price point. 

It is located close to transit, shopping and schools. The 
open-concept design includes laminate floor and garage 
access from the inside, all for an asking price of $324,900. 
An additional monthly fee of $190 goes toward snow 
removal and lawn care. 

LISTING: CENTURY 21 PERCY FULTON LTD. 


Edmonton 

This three-bedroom, 
two-storey townhouse in 
Miller Park Estates boasts 
a fully finished walk-out 
basement, complete with 
family room and two-piece 
washroom downstairs. 
There are four total 
washrooms, along with a 
gas fireplace in the living 
room, a rear deck and pat¬ 
io and green space behind 
the unit. The $342,500 
asking price is helped by 
low condo fees, which run 



$178 per month. 

LISTING: CENTURY 21 A.L.L. 

STARS REALTY 


London 

A walkout, wraparound 
deck overlooking a large 
lot makes this three- 
bedroom east London 
house shine. A vaulted 
ceiling and cultured stone 
fireplace with stained 
mantel only add to the 
elegant decor, along with 
decorative columns, 
contemporaiy spindle rail 
and open-concept design. 
The two-storey property 
includes four bedrooms, 



three washrooms — two 
full, one half — and an 
attached double garage. 
Asking price is $324,275. 

LISTING: RE/MAX CENTRE 
CITY REALTY 


WILLOW 

RIDGE 



OPEN HOUSE WEEKENDS 1-4 
Cannon Terrace, Dartmouth 


Hwy 111 to Woodland 
Avenue to Lancaster 
Drive, then right on 
Cannon Terrace 


Turn-Key, Custom 
Home Packages from 

$ 369,900 





OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS 2-4 
141, 145 & 181 Olive Avenue, Bedford 


Hammonds Plains Road 
to Lewis Drive, across 
from Farmers Dairy, 
right on Olive Avenue 


Turn-Key, Custom 
Home Packages from 

$ 469,900 



Build Smart, Renovate Right. 





COURT 


OPEN HOUSE SUNDAYS 2-4 
32 Alpine Court, Bedford 


Hammonds Plains Road 
or Meadowbrook Drive 
to Basinview Drive, 
then left on Alpine Court 


Turn-Key, Custom 
Home Packages from 

$ 419,900 


U/EriTWORTM 


OPEN HOUSE SAT & SUN 2-4 
151 Bosun Run, Bedford 



Hwy 102 or Bedford Hwy 


Starboard Dr, right on 
FleetviewDrtoBosunRun 


Pre-Construction 
Turn-Key Price 

$ 369,900 


Let's talk about your future home! 


whitestonedevelopments.ca • 902.497.7858 • HalifaxBuilder@live.ca 
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Finding the 
perfect spot 


JENNIFER 

TAPLIN 

For Metro 

The old adage that location, 
location, location is a top fac¬ 
tor when buying a house is 
no joke. But determining that 
just right location can be a 
struggle for first-time home- 
buyers. 

For example, should you 
consider buying the best 
house on the worst street, or 
the worst house on the best 
street? 

“Your value is going to be 
the worst house on the best 
street,” said Halifax real es¬ 
tate agent Paula Langille. “It’s 
usually the most affordable.” 

Having the nicest house 
on the block isn’t as advanta¬ 
geous because equity won’t 
build as quickly, she said. But 
a fixer-upper on a charming 
street will be worth more in 
the long run. 

“And also your cariying 
costs will be less than anyone 


else on the street; your taxes 
will be a bit less.” 

Marilynn Strilchulc, a real 
estate agent in rural Alberta, 
agrees. She said picking a 
good community can be the 
far better choice because of 
the equity. 

And when it comes to 
choosing which community 
to live in — city, suburb or 
rural — there are several fac¬ 
tors to nail down first before 
hitting any open houses. 

Strilchulc said if a home- 
buyer has a family or plans 
to, they need to check out 
what services are available, 
such as schools, parks, and 
community centres. 

Generally bigger houses 
with garages and large yards 
are more affordable in the 
suburbs, but that’s not always 
the case. 

“Sometimes it’s not about 
what you want when you’re 
a first-time homebuyer, but 
it’s what you can afford,” 
Strilchulc said. 



FREE ESTIMATES^ 

Serving Metro since 2007 
References proudly supplied 

902 - 456-7662 

rymanrenovations.ca 



COMPLETE RENOVATIONS AND 
HOME IMPROVEMENT SERVICES 

Additions 

Complete Interior finishing 
Basement finishing 
Windows and Doors 
Siding, Decks, Garages and Sheds 


Specializing in your prinr tn sale 
home improvements and maintenance 

PROFESSIONAL RESULTS ON ANY BUDGET 


When will you buy your first home? 


KRISTA 

SYLVESTER 

For Metro 

If you are in your early to 
mid-30s and you are just buy¬ 
ing your first home you aren’t 
alone. 

Almost two-thirds of Can¬ 
adian first-time homebuyers 
are younger than 35 years 
old, with almost half falling 
between the ages of 25 to 34, 
according to recent studies. 


The Canadian Mortgage 
and Housing Corporation 
(CMHC) conducted a first-time 
homebuyer study in 2013 and 
discovered that consumers are 
most likely to buy their first 
home by 35, while only 20 
per cent of repeat buyers fall 
under the same demographic. 

“Consistent with a younger 
age profile, first-time buyers 
have lower household incomes 
compared to other homebuy¬ 
ers,” said Terri Gibbons, CMHC 


manager of business develop¬ 
ment for the Ontario region. 
“Nearly two-thirds of first¬ 
time buyers have a household 
income of $90,000 a year or 
less, while one in five have less 
than $45,000. And although 
first-time buyers may have 
lower household incomes, 
they tend to have higher lev¬ 
els of education compared to 
other mortgage consumers.” 

Gibbons said one particu¬ 
larly interesting statistic is 


that almost one-quarter of 
first-time buyers were born 
outside of Canada, while al¬ 
most half of that demographic 
lives in Ontario. 

Meanwhile, the Bank of 
Montreal recently released its 
own report on first-time home- 
buyers that says the average 
price of a home in Canada has 
risen 83 per cent over the past 
10 years, which is the No. 1 
reason Canadians are delaying 
their first home purchase. 
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MICHAEL JUNG/SHUTTERSTOCK 

LEAVE A LASTING IMPRESSION 


You have just seven seconds to make a 
first impression. And a ready smile, neat 
and appropriate attire, and fresh breath, 
especially, are all part of making 
a good one. 

On the other hand, bad breath 
(as well as being grouchy, wear¬ 
ing ill-fitting clothing, and play¬ 
ing with your hair or moustache) 
leaves a lasting bad impression. 

Here are times when good 
oral hygiene and body care are 
especially important. 

THE COCKTAIL PARTY: There 

is no way around close 
contact at a social gather¬ 
ing. You are rubbing 
shoulders with strangers, 


having quick conversations with old 
friends, and spotting people across the 
room that you would really like to meet. 

A JOB INTERVIEW: Problems like bad 
breath can definitely spoil your chances 
in an important job interview. There is 
going to be a handshake and a discus¬ 
sion, perhaps in close vicinity. 

A FIRST DATE: Meeting a potential partner 
for the first time is stressful as it is. 
You don’t want to worry about your 
breath. And you certainly don’t 
want to find out that this person 
takes your breath away — in a 
bad way. 

KARAOKE: Sharing a stage puts 



* Crest Complete toothpaste fights cavities. To ensure this 
product is right for you, always read and follow the label. 


you in very close quarters with another 
person, and if you are belting out a song 
together into one microphone, yikes. 

THE AIRPORT: Whether you are arriving at 
the airport yourself or you are picking 
someone up, there are going to be hugs 
and kisses with all the greetings. 

DINNER PARTY: Getting together around a 
dinner table is what you do to have fun, 
and you can count on lots of hugs and 
kisses at the beginning and end. 




VLADIMIR GJORGIEV/SHUTTERSTOCK 


BAD BREATH CAN 
BE A BUMMER 

Research has shown halitosis is a 
confidence killer, and can make a 
person super sensitive about breath 
problems. 

The sooner you determine if you 
have a problem, the sooner you can 
do something about it. 

To find out: 

• Cover your mouth and nose with 
your hand, and exhale. Now breathe 
in through your nose. Does the air 
smell bad? 

• Watch how people react when you 
talk. Do they stand at a distance, or 
act a little odd after you speak? 

• If your partner starts to avoid kiss¬ 
ing you on the mouth, there may be 
an issue. But it may be their breath, 
too. 

What to do? Improve your oral 
hygiene by brushing your teeth, floss¬ 
ing, and using a dental mouthwash, 
regularly. Talk to your dentist about 
your concerns, and be sure to always 
carry mints and mouthwash, too. 


REFRESHING TIPS FOR MEANINGFUL RELATIONSHIPS 


You have been thinking about this moment 
for a while. Now the lights are low, the two 
of you are alone, love is definitely in the air. 
You lean in, close your eyes and purse your 
lips for that first kiss — and wait and wait. 

OMG. Your date has recoiled. Was it your 
breath? 

Bad breath is actually one of soci¬ 
ety’s oldest and most troublesome social 
problems. Called halitosis, it can be caused 
by different factors, including poor oral 
hygiene, strong smelling foods such as fish, 
onion, garlic, and even coffee, smoking, and 
dental and health problems. It is the third 
most frequent reason — after cavities and 
periodontal disease — that people see their 
dentist. 

Often, a relationship problem has spurred 


on the visit. Since sense of smell is so close¬ 
ly linked to your emotions, sweet smelling 
breath has everything to do with love, kiss¬ 
ing and connecting — or not connecting. 

SINGLE —AND NOT LOVING IT 

Bad breath is often referred to as a social life 
killer. In fact, in research, sufferers say it 
ruins their life. 

Not surprisingly, single people with bad 
breath often have problems dating, and 
getting married. Furthermore, they are so 
anxious about their breath in social settings 
that they avoid face-to-face encounters and 
can become loners — and lonely. 

Thirty-four per cent of survey partici¬ 
pants with halitosis said their bad breath 
made them hesitant to speak to others. 



SANTIAGO CORNEJO/SHUTTERSTOCK 


If you are starting to date someone you 
really like who has bad breath, try some 
subtle hints such as eating mints after dinner, 
avoiding strong smelling foods, and even 


talking about your own oral hygiene habits. 

MARRIED —AND NOT LOVING IT EITHER 

In research, sufferers say bad breath causes 
them to sleep separately from their spouse. 

While couples who have been together 
for a while can be forgiving and under¬ 
standing, bad breath can still be difficult to 
ignore, especially in the bedroom. Halitosis 
is often the reason behind partner rejection 
and marital problems. 

If bad breath is ruining intimate mo¬ 
ments, be honest but be kind. Encourage 
your partner to brush their teeth, floss, and 
rinse with a mouthwash at least twice a day. 
This will prevent bacteria from settling in 
the mouth. If there is a new chronic bad 
breath issue, check in with the dentist, too. 

















Lcomplete! 


WANT 


A FRESHER SMILE 


SO I DON’T 
MISS THE KISS 


My smile is fresh thanks to my 
Crest + Scope routine. It gives 
me the confidence to know that 
I'm ready for that special kiss with 
that special someone. 






l FLOSS 


2 BRUSH 


3 RINSE 


MY CSZM3&+ scope. ROUTINE 


Crest® Complete toothpaste fights cavities. ©2014 P&G 
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ARE IBS SYMPTOMS 
MAKING YOU FEEL 
A LITTLE OFF? 


Align™ can help. 
Backed by 10 years of research, 
only Align has B. infantis 35624, 
a patented probiotic strain that 
relieves and manages Irritable 
Bowel Syndrome symptoms. 
Try Align today. 


www.AhgnGI.ca 


To ensure this product is right for you, always read and follow the label. 
tAmong gastroenterologists who recommended a brand of probiotic 
in Source Healthcare Analytics, LLC 2012 survey. 

©Procter & Gamble, Inc., 2014 PHC-12634 

Available at 


DRUG MART 
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Quintessential 
Thai flavours 
compliment veg 


Vegetable Pad Thai. 

Everyone’s favourite 
street dish from Thailand 
goes vegetarian 


“(Pad Thai) is a traditional na¬ 
tional dish served all over Thai¬ 
land. It’s sweet and spicy with 
a hint of tartness thanks to the 
lime, and features a wide var¬ 
iety of vegetables,” writes Linda 
Woolven in The All-New Vege¬ 
tarian Passport. 

1. Cook the noodles according 
to the package instructions. 

2. In a large hying pan, heat 
the oil. Add the tofu and cook, 
stirring, for about 7 minutes, or 
until slightly browned. Add the 
egg (if using) and cook, stirring, 
for about 2 minutes. Add the 
bole choy, bell pepper, broccoli 
and cauliflower and cook, stir¬ 
ring, for 3 to 4 minutes. Add the 


Cookbook of the Week 


Around the world 



Discover the best vegetarian 
delicacies from all over the 
world without leaving your 
kitchen. In The All-New 
Vegetarian Passport, Linda 
Woolven exposes readers to 
international flavours that 
also help to create a healthy 
new relationship between 
your body and your plate. 
The book boasts 350 of 
Woolven’s favourite recipes 
and is split into sections 
that include North Africa 
and The Middle East, The 
Mediterranean, Europe, 
India, Asia, Latin America 
and The Caribbean, North 
America and more, metro 



mung bean sprouts, snow peas, 
baby com, bamboo shoots, soy 
sauce, rice vinegar and chib 
flakes and cook, stirring, for 3 
to 4 minutes. Add the noodles 
and peanuts and heat through. 
Serve with lime wedges to gar¬ 
nish. 

FROM THE ALL-NEW VEGETARIAN PASS- 


FLASH FOOD 



From your fridge 
to your table in 
30 minutes or less 


PORT BY LINDA WOOLVEN (WHITECAP, 
2013) 


Ingredients 


• 6 oz (175 g) wide brown-rice 
Thai noodles 

• l tbsp (15 ml) first cold pressed 
extra virgin olive oil 

• 2 oz (60 g) extra-firm tofu, 
cubed 

• 1 egg, beaten (optional; omit 
for diabetes, multiple sclerosis, 
rheumatoid arthritis and vegan 
diet) 

• 2 baby bok choy, chopped 

• 1 medium-size red bell pepper, 
diced (omit for rheumatoid 
arthritis) 

• 1/2 cup (125 ml) broccoli 


florets 

• 1/2 cup (125 ml) cauliflower 
florets 

• l cup (250 ml) mung bean 
sprouts 

• Handful each of snow peas, 
canned baby corn, drained and 
rinsed; canned bamboo 
shoots, drained and rinsed 

• 3 tbsp (45 ml) soy sauce 

• 1 tbsp (15 ml) rice vinegar 

• 1/4 tsp (l ml) chili flakes 

• 1/4 cup (60 ml) crushed 
unsalted peanuts 

• lime wedges 
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Mooseheads succeed 
In face of adversity 



Halifax Mooseheads defenceman Brendan Duke delivers a big hit on Vaclav Karabacek of the Gatineau Olympiques 
during Game 4 action Wednesday night in Gatineau, mike carroccetto/for metro 


“Tonight I thought we answered the bell and took 
care of the little things that mattered.” 


QMJHL playoffs. 

Halifax hangs on to 
beat Gatineau, takes 
3-1 series lead 


GEORDON 
OMAND 

halifax@metronews.ca 

All’s well that ends well. 

A tense third period even¬ 
tually gave way to a 4-2 victory 
for the Halifax Mooseheads, 
who foiled an attempt by the 
Gatineau Olympiques to tie 
up the best-of-seven QMJHL 
quarter-final series on Wed¬ 
nesday night at the Robert 
Guertin Centre. 

The Mooseheads now lead 
the series 3-1 and can finish 
things off on Friday night in 
Gatineau. 

“We faced adversity there,” 
said MacKenzie Weegar about 
the push from the Olym¬ 
piques in the game’s final 20 
minutes. 

“It was exciting — we 
haven’t faced that in a long 
time.” 

Weegar had an impres¬ 
sive performance Wednesday 
night, scoring a 5-on-3 power- 
play goal and earning first star 
of the game. 

Jonathan Drouin, well, he 
was Jonathan Drouin, record¬ 
ing three helpers to give him 
a league-best 24 points in the 
playoffs and 11 points for the 
series. 

“It’s a tough building to 
play in — the fans are crazy; 
they come out hard here,” 



Mooseheads H Olympiques 


• Friday’s Game 5 between 
the Halifax Mooseheads 
and Gatineau Olym¬ 
piques is being carried 
on Rogers Sportsnet 
One starting at 8 p.m. 
Atlantic time. 


Weegar said. 

“But I thought we did a 
great job. We settled down. I 
thought we kept our compo¬ 
sure the whole game.” 

Maybe not the whole game. 

Tempers flared almost as 
soon as the puck dropped, 
with Mooseheads tough guy 
Brandon Vuic kicked out be¬ 
fore the two-minute mark for 
being the aggressor in a fight 
with the Olympiques’ Derek 
Sheppard. 

A goalless opening 20 min¬ 
utes led to a second-period 
push that put the Mooseheads 
ahead 3-0 as Luca Ciampini, 
Weegar and Nikolai Ehlers all 
found the back of the net. 

But the Olympiques re¬ 
sponded and cut the lead to 
one early in the third period 
on a goal by Vaclav Karabacek 

The comeback had a rau¬ 
cous home crowd on their feet 
but Gatineau couldn’t find the 
equalizer. 

An empty-netter in the 


Mooseheads forward Brent Andrews 


final minute by Brent An¬ 
drews sealed the deal for the 
Mooseheads. 

“That wasn’t the game we 
wanted to play,” said Olym¬ 


piques captain Taylor Burke, a 
Halifax native. 

“I know for us we’ve got to 
come out Friday ready to com¬ 
pete ... I’ll be there.” 


The Olympiques — who 
outshot Halifax 28-23 — had 
been hoping to capitalize on 
Tuesday night’s 5-2 victory. 

“We battled hard all night 
and we were very relieved to 
get the win,” said Andrews. 

“It’s a war to play eveiy 
night. An absolute war ... 
(but) we showed our maturity 
pretty well and we held our 
own and did what we had to 
do.” 





ENDS TOMORROW! 

SAVflU 


SAVE UP TO: $7,000 
RATES FROM: 0.5% 


3737 KEMPT RD 
HALIFAX, NS 
PHONE: 982 3558 
www.steelesubaru.ca 


Steele 


SUBARU 
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SPORTS 



The Canucks fired GM Mike Gillis on Tuesday, but there were plenty other disappointing NHL campaigns 
around hockey this season. Scan this image to vote on who should be the next NHL executive to hit the road. 


Shanny’s law might 
woik well in Leafland 



THE HOCKEY 
NEWS 

Adam Proteau 
toronto@metronews.ca 


As the Maple Leafs’ season 
fully craters in the immediate 
weeks to come, there will be 
(and indeed, already are) calls 
for change in the organiza¬ 
tion. Few can see any scenario 
in which head coach Randy 
Carlyle retains his job for next 
season; fair or not, you don’t 
spectacularly melt down twice 
in two years — in two different 
manners: one quick and pain¬ 
ful as they did in Boston; the 
other the long, slow torture of 
this season’s crash-and-bum — 
without someone paying the 
price. And until Tim Leiwelce 
says otherwise, that’s not likely 
to be GM Dave Nonis. 

However, rumours arose 
Wednesday that Leiwelce has 
another name in mind to add 
to the Leafs’ front office: hall 
of famer and NHL director 
of player safety Brendan 


Shanahan. And while the 
former Red Wings legend 
doesn’t have any experience as 
a member of an NHL manage¬ 
ment team, he would instantly 
improve Toronto’s standing in 
league circles and make them 
a more attractive destination 
for free agents. 

This isn’t to say the 45-year- 
old has a magic touch and 
would be a cure-all for what 
ails the franchise. But ever 
since he retired in 2009, the 
Toronto native has been one 
of the most active members 
of the hockey community. In 
his role as NHL disciplinarian, 
he regularly works with NHL 
GMs, understands the way 
the game is policed as well as 
anyone and has been instru¬ 
mental in modernizing the 
way suspension decisions are 
explained. You may disagree 
with his decisions, but you 
can’t question his work ethic 
and connections. 

If Shanahan is brought on 
board, there are people who 
will make the argument he’s 


learning on the job in arguably 
the NHL’s most difficult mar¬ 
ket. That’s fair comment, but 
there was another man who 
had no experience coaching, 
playing or managing at the 
NHL level when he began his 
GM career in 1987. You may 
have heard of him: His name is 
Lou Lamoriello, currently the 
GM of the New Jersey Devils, 
two-time Stanley Cup-winner 
and one of the greatest man¬ 
agers the league has ever seen. 

As much as people want it 
to be true, there’s no GM — 
currently employed by an NHL 
team or otherwise — whose 
hiring in Toronto will guaran¬ 
tee a Cup win. But if they hire 
Shanahan, they’ll be getting 
someone who is his own man, 
and someone who builds 
consensus yet who ultimately 
has shown the buck stops with 
him. 

He never played for the 
Leafs, but that doesn’t mean 
Shanahan wouldn’t be a great 
hire. I’d bet on him before I’d 
bet against him. 
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Playoff flameouts 


OCanadiens! 

The Toronto Maple Leafs’ 
playoff hopes ended on 
Tuesday with a 3-0 loss in 
Tampa Bay, leaving the 
Montreal Canadiens as the 
lone Canadian team left 
fighting for a Stanley Cup. 

According to hoclcey- 
reference.com, the last 
time there was just one 
post-season participant 
from north of the border 
was in 1973 when, yes, the 
Habs topped the Chicago 
Blackhawlcs in the Stanley 
Cup final, metro 



The Canadiens will be Canada's 
only hope when the playoffs 
begin, getty images 


Blackhawks. Decisive 
Sharp assists and scores 
in win over Canadiens 



Messi, Barga run into Atletico wall 

Barcelona’s Lionel Messi kicks the ball in front of Atletico Madrid players during their Champions League quarter¬ 
final second leg soccer match in Madrid, Spain, Wednesday. Koke’s fifth-minute goal led Atletico to a 1-0 win, good 
for a 2-1 aggregate victory. Atletico, which leads Barcelona by one point in the Spanish league, reached the last four 
of Europe’s top club competition for the first time since 1974- andres kudacki/the associated press 


Patrick Sharp set up Marian 
Hossa’s tying goal in the final 
minute of regulation, then 
scored the game-winner 43 
seconds into overtime to lift 
the Chicago Blackhawks to a 
3-2 win over the Montreal Cana¬ 
diens on Wednesday. 

Jeremy Morin also scored in 
the Blackhawks’ fourth straight 
win overall, and their first in 
overtime this season after sev¬ 
en losses. 


Sharp scored the winner on 
a shot from the slot that struck 
Montreal goalie Peter Budaj, 
rolled high off his equipment, 
ticked off the left post and land¬ 
ed in the net. 

Hossa had tipped in Sharp’s 
feed from the right comer left 
to tie the game at 2 with 47.7 
seconds left in the third period. 

Dale Weise and Francis 
Bouillon scored for Montreal. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


MLB 


Lawrie homers, 

Jays beat Astros 

Canadian Brett Lawrie hit 
his first home mn of the 
season and Toronto starter 


Brandon Morrow struck 
out nine over six innings 
as the Blue Jays defeated 
the Houston Astros 7-3 on 
Wednesday night at Rogers 
Centre. 

Lawrie belted a two-run 
shot off reliever Josh Zeid 


in the seventh inning as 
Toronto (5-4) earned its first 
series victoiy of the season. 
Morrow (1-1) allowed five 
hits and three earned runs 
as the Jays moved above the 
.500 mark. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Golf 


Woods said to be 
immobilized for 
two weeks 

Masters chairman Billy 
Payne says Tiger Woods 
has to be immobilized for 
two weeks after his back 
surgery. 

Woods is missing the 
Masters for the first time 
in his career after back 
surgery March 31 to re¬ 
lieve a pinched nerve. 

He has been at every 
Champions Dinner since 
winning the first of his 
four green jackets in 
1997. Payne was asked 
Wednesday if he thought 
Woods might come to the 
dinner even though he’s 
not playing. 

Payne says Woods’ 
agent, Mark Steinberg, 
told him that Woods has 
to be “very still” for at 
least a couple of weeks. 

He said Woods was 
supposed to be im¬ 
mobilized at home and 
couldn’t attend the 
dinner. 

Woods has said he will 
not be able to return to 
golf until sometime this 
summer. 

There were 30 Masters 
champions at the Tuesday 
night dinner. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Explore new 

music first 
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Horoscopes 


T Aries 

March 21 - April 20 

The Sun in your birth sign does 
wonders for your confidence 
but there will still be times 
when self-belief deserts you. 
Keep telling yourself there is 
no good reason you should 
fear the worst, now or ever. 

V Taurus 

April 21 - May 21 

This may not be an easy time 
of year for you but you can 
sense that the day will soon 
be here when your luck turns. 
Maybe that day will come 
sooner if you act as if nothing 
could possibly go wrong. 

H Gemini 

May 22-June 21 

Tone down your comments 
because the planets warn if 
you say something others 
consider over the top it will 
rebound on you in ways you 
had not expected. 

0 Cancer 

June 22-July 23 

Think twice before volunteer¬ 
ing to help the less fortunate 
through a task you know little 
about. Others may be wowed 
by your enthusiasm but they 
won't be so impressed if you 
make a mess of the job. 

Si Leo 

July 24-Aug. 23 

Don't expose yourself to any 
kind of situation where you 
do not have full control over 
what happens. Not even your 
confidence will protect you 
from people who do not share 
your sense of fair play. 

HP Virgo 

Aug. 24 -Sept. 23 

You seem to have a phobia 
about something that at other 
times would not worry you. It 
may continue for a few days 
but come the start of next 
week you'll be all smiles again. 


^ Libra 

Sept. 24 -Oct. 23 

Make sure you know what 
you are talking about today, 
especially if you are dealing 
with people who are experts. 

If you make claims that cannot 
be backed up with facts, they 
will make you look silly. 

Til Scorpio 

Oct. 24 - Nov. 22 

For some reason you seem to 
believe you don't have the tal¬ 
ent to be a success. That isn't 
true. Get your head straight 
and get on with making your 
mark on the world. 

Sagittarius 

Nov. 23 - Dec. 21 

You have a tendency to say 
things you don't believe 
because you enjoy seeing the 
looks of shock on people's 
faces. It may be a lot of fun, 
but it could backfire today. 

TJ Capricorn 

Dec. 22 - Jan. 20 

You can be sarcastic and the 
planets warn that your caustic 
way with words could have 
long-term consequences that 
damage others and you. 

Aquarius 

Jan. 21 - Feb. 19 

You may not get much in the 
way of thanks for a good deed 
today but that's OK. The world 
would be a sad place indeed if 
we only ever did favours for 
others because we expected to 
get something back in return. 

K Pisces 

Feb. 20 - March 20 

Try not to get angry or 
frustrated if a goal you are 
aiming to reach seems to be 
further away than ever. Just as 
there is a reason for 
everything that happens in life 
so too is there a reason for 
everything that does not 
happen, sally brompton 


Today Friday 

8/r Q 13 / 4 ’ 

Sunny / A y Shower* 


Crossword: Canada Across and Down 


Across 

1. Niagara Falls' Maid 

of the_ 

5. Angry arfer's 
admonition 
9. Dull 

13. Wine:_Spu- 

mante 

14. Donnie Iris song: 
"Ah!_!" 

15. Accustom 

16. Toronto: The 

_Theatre 

(Opened in 1993, it 
was named after a 
member of The Royal 
Family) 

19. Reclined 

20. Couplet 

21. Antacid brand 

22. House kind 

24. Herb that sounds 
like a toast spread 

26. Interest_ 

27. _roll 

29. Nero's 54 

30. _-bitty 

31. Newfoundland's 

nickname, The_ 

33 - Broom closet 
items 

36. “O Sole_" 

37 - "The Real House¬ 
wives of Beverly Hills'' 
cast member who is 
Canadian producer 
David Foster's wife 
39 - Cdn. capital 
41. Norway's capital 
43. Rhyme scheme 

44 - Indebted person 

45 - Retro albums, e.g. 
47 - Spinning stat. 

48. Reality's Ms. 



See today’s answers at metronews.ca/answers. 

BY KELLY ANN BUCHANAN 



Leakes 

49 - Peter of HBO's 
“Game of Thrones” 
53 - About [abbr.] 

55. A bus driver fol¬ 
lows one, for short 

56. Cobbler's tool 
57 - Switchblade 
58. “Chasing the 


Sunset” band from 
Winnipeg: 2 wds. 

64. Hotel employee 

65. God: French 

66 . Mackerel sort 

67. Their_Were 

Watching God (1937 
novel by # 5 l-Down) 

68 . Chick containers 


69. Trans-Canada, 
et al. 

Down 

1. Location locator 

2. Medit. locale 

3. Spikes 

4. Sarah Palin im¬ 
personator: 2 wds. 


5. Manitoba village, 
home of tourist 
attraction Sara the 
Camel 

6. _judicata (Settled 

court matter) 

7. _al-Khaimah, 

Middle East emirate 

8 . Valerie Harper title 


role 

9. Genetic info carrier 

10 . Geometry set item 

11. Field 

12. Broom-of-twigs 

15. “Letters from_ 

_” (2006) directed by 

Clint Eastwood 

17. Spy org. 

18. Roll up a flag 
22. Ladylike 

23.3.14, for example 

24. Ghastly 

25. Lacto-_vegetar¬ 

ian 

28. ‘The Big Easy' 

32. Start to 'sack' 
(Hiker's bag) 

34. _-Pine Falls, 

Manitoba 

35. Office item,_ 

pad 

37 - Brand of yogurt 
38. Syria’s capital 
40. Famed dino 
42. Currency in 
Albania 

44 - Singing the right 
note in music: 2 wds. 
46. Cut 

49. Ambition 

50. “Be that as_ 

51. Author, Zora_ 

Hurston 

52. Wooded spot's 
open space 

54 . Greek letter 
59 - Some stoves 
60. Fix 

61 Edmonton Inter¬ 
national Airport code 

62 'Trick' suffix 
63. Boat's distress 


Yesterday's Crossword 
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How to play 

Fill in the grid, so that every 
row, every column and 
every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1-9. There is no math 
involved. 


Yesterday's Sudoku 
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Your #1 weather forecast now available in HO. 
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PUT THE SMART 
BACK IN YOUR PHONE, 

Download the FREE Metro app today! 
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Spring Into 



Audi 

Vorsprung durch Technik 


Sales Event 



Zero reasons to wait. 

With zero due upon signing, there's never been a better time to drive home an Audi. 


2014 Audi A4 2.0 TFSI quattro® Komfort 


Lease with 

* 

plus 

Down payment 



$0 $0 

Security deposit 1st mo. payment 


► Lease from 2.9%for48 months 

► Lease from $518* per month 

► Available Audi Care Service and Maintenance 
Package for up to 4 years / 80,000 km 


Audi Halifax 


3681 Kempt Road, Halifax, NS 
Telephone 902 453 2834 
Telefax 902 453 9260 
www.audihalifax.com 


*©2014 Audi Canada. If Spring Event Bonus is applied to cover first monthly payment. Limited-time lease offers available through Audi Finance on approved credit, on select new and unregistered 2014 Audi models. Lease rates start from 2.9% APR for 48 months on A4 models. Example: Lease a 2014 A4 
2.0 TFSI quattro Komfort 6-speed manual with a base price of $41,895 which includes freight and PD I ($1,995) at 2.9% APR for 48 months, with monthly payments of $518 per month. Air conditioning tax ($100), EHF for tires ($29), PPSA ($58), OMVIC ($5) and Dealer Admin Fee ($395) included. $0 down 
payment and $0 security deposit and $0 first monthly payment (with application of Spring Event Bonus). License, insurance, registration, options, and applicable taxes are extra. The total lease obligation is $24,864 (excluding taxes). 16,000/year kilometre allowance; charge of $0.25 km for excess 
kilometres. Offers end March 31, 2014, and are subject to change or cancellation without notice. Dealer order/trade may be necessary. Dealer may sell or lease for less. See dealer for details. An in-store Spring Event Bonus (delivery allowance) is available as a cash discount on select new and 
unregistered 2014 Audi models, ranging from $1,500 on Audi A4 allroad, A6 TFSI, A7 TFSI, S4, S5,TT and Q7 models; $2,000 on Audi A4 sedan, A5, A6TDI and A7TDI models; $5,000 on Audi A8TFSI and A8TDI models; and up to $10,000 on R8 Coupe and R8 Spyder models. Offer excludes 2014 Audi A8 FSI, 
S6, S7, S8, SQ5, Q5, RS 5, RS 7, and R8 Plus models. Dealer participation is required. Offer available only on Audi A4, S4 and A4 Allroad models financed/leased from Audi Finance from March 1, 2014 to March 31, 2014. Offer limited to one service product only (retail value of $205). Offer cannot be 
transferred, exchanged or redeemed for cash. Certain exceptions apply. Contact your local Audi dealer for full details and/or visit audiaftercare.ca to learn more about Audi After Care products. Audi Care is a comprehensive service and maintenance plan covering scheduled maintenance at 25,000 km, 
40,000 km, 55,000 km and 80,000 km, available on all new and unregistered 2014 Audi models. Offers only valid for limited time. Model shown: 2014 Audi A4 2.0TFSI quattro sedan Technik with S line Sport Package with MSRP of $48,500. "Audi", "A4", "quattro", "Vorsprung durch Technik", and the four 
rings emblem are registered trademarks of AUDI AG. To find out more about Audi, visit your Audi dealer, call 1-800-FOR-AUDI, or visit us at www.audi.ca. 






















